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The Internet is saturated with websites and ad-

vertisements marketing “international driver’s 

licenses” (IDLs).

U.S. citizens and foreign nationals carrying IDLs 

In reality, there is no such thing as 
an international driver’s license.                            

Selling them is a scam.

The IDL should not be confused with a legal docu-

ment called an International Driver’s Permit (IDP). 

driver’s license into several languages. In many 

countries (but not the U.S.), a visitor who wishes 

to drive is required to have an IDP.

Background of International 
Driver’s Permits
In 1949 and again in 1968, a treaty was established 

that gives legally-admitted visitors to a foreign 

a valid driver’s license issued by their home coun-

the treaty.

enforcement in one country cannot always read the 

-

license from every country in the world. 

A solution was needed to answer two basic ques-

The solution to this barrier was the creation of the 

license of a foreign visitor.

are required to be issued from the same country. 

from their home country and ensures the transla-

tions are truthful and accurate.

and have a valid driver’s license. Once issued, the 

-

-

country license at all times, and the two documents 

must have been issued by the same country. 

Front cover of a legitimate IDP issued by AAA.

An “international driver’s license”
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While some countries require a visitor to carry an 

IDP, others only recommend it. U.S. citizens are 

strongly encouraged, however, to obtain an IDP 

if traveling to countries where English is not the 

IDPs are not required in the United States. 

treaty may legally drive in the United States car-

rying only their valid license from their country 

of residence. IDPs are not required in the United 

States.

The International Driver’s License 
Scam
Only two organizations in the United States are 

authorized to sell IDPs: the American Automobile 

Association (AAA) and the American Automobile 

Touring Alliance (AATA). An IDP costs $10.

-

chased over the Internet can range from $45 to 

$210. IDLs bought directly from a document mill 

can cost anywhere from $285 to $800. 

IDLs, and we have also seen legitimate business 

owners selling IDLs on the side,” said Detective 

Douglas Comfort of the Fairfax County, VA Police 

substantial market for IDLs. We have seen them 

Advertisers of IDLs sometimes refer to them as 

IDPs. However, they are almost always laminated, 

the wrong color, and come with a smaller laminat-

ed card that says “International Driver’s License” 

IDL advertisements can claim a number of 

untruths, such as: 

country.

driver’s license.

assessed to their license for violations 

U.S.

“The IDP was meant to be a translation of your 

valid driver’s license, but they are being sold 

Comfort. “Thus, not only are they a fraudulent 

they are falling into the hands of unlicensed and Laminated front cover of a fake IDP

Back cover of fake IDP with insert for laminated IDL
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Countries participating in U.N. treaty
(United States must honor citizens’ driver’s license)

Afghanistan

Albania

Algeria

Angola

Anguilla

Antigua

Argentina

Armenia

Aruba

Australia

Azerbaijan

Bahamas

Bahrain

Bangladesh

Barbados

Belarus

Belgium

Belize

Benin

Bhutan

Botswana

Brunei

Bulgaria

Cambodia

Cameroon

Canada

Islands

Cayman Islands

Central African 

Republic

Chad

Chile

Colombia

Comoros

Republic of

Costa Rica

Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Czech Republic

Republic

Ecuador

Egypt

Equatorial

Guinea

Estonia

Polynesia

Gabon

Gambia

Georgia

Germany

Ghana

Gibraltar

Greece

Grenada

Guatemala

Guernsey

Guinea

Guyana

Haiti

Honduras

Hungary

Iceland

India

Indonesia

Iran

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Jamaica

Japan

Jersey

Jordan

Laos

Lebanon

Lesotho

Liberia

Libya

Liechtenstei

Lithuania

Macao

Madagascar

Malawi

Malaysia

Mali

Malta

Mauritania

Mauritius

Monaco

Montserrat

Morocco

Mozambique

Myanmar

Namibia

Nepal

Netherlands

Netherlands

Antilles

New Caledonia

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Niger

Norway

Oman

Pakistan

Panama

Papua New 

Guinea

Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Qatar

Romania

Russia

Rwanda

St. Lucia

The   

Grenadines

San Marino

Principe

Saudi Arabia

Senegal

Montenegro

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Singapore

South Africa

Spain

Sri Lanka

Sudan

Suriname

Swaziland

Sweden

Switzerland

Syria

Taiwan

Tajikistan

Tanzania

Thailand

Togo

Tobago

Tunisia

Turkey

Turkmenistan

Uganda

Ukraine

United Arab   

Emirates

Uzbekistan

Yemen

Zambia

Zimbabwe
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untested drivers.”

-

viduals will seek an IDL:

1. Travelers to foreign countries will seek an 

document that is required in the country they 

wish to visit.

For this reason, many of the scams target 

to websites or local storefronts. 

Not only can the consumer get into legal 

trouble if caught driving without a license, 

bank account number, etc.), they also run 

the risk of having their identity stolen by 

the scammers.

2. U.S. citizens and residents who have had their 

valid state-issued driver’s license revoked or 

3. U.S. citizens and residents who are trying to 

hide their identity will seek an IDL believing it 

“IDLs are sought by wanted criminals, ille-

who don’t qualify for a license,” said Det. 

Comfort.

Examination of an IDP
A foreigner who is in the country illegally may be 

carrying an IDL or an IDP that has been altered. 

license (if they have one) and examining its format 

lead to the discovery of a fraudulent manufacturer. 

admission that they do not have a driver’s license,” 

said Det. Comfort. “In most cases, they will say 

the IDP is the only one they have.”

If the individual is carrying a fraudulent IDL, 

make sure to question how and why the IDL was 

obtained. Find out what documents they had to 

and whether the information they gave was their 

exact location of where they received the IDL, and 

-

ment from the location.

If the information leads to an illegal document 

mill, contact the ROCIC Criminal Intelligence 

Unit at (800) 238-7985, ext. 533. Also, the Fairfax 

can answer questions concerning an IDL investiga-

tion. They can be contacted at (703) 246-4540. 

If they do have a valid license and are carrying 

a valid IDP, make sure the home country of the 

IDP and the home country of the license are the 

Tips for checking 

Check for the state logo or seal.

and pin holes.

The back of the document should 

not be blurred or out of alignment.

Many times imposters meticulously 

create a clear image on the front of 

a document but are careless with the 

back.

staple holes indicates the original 

replaced.
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States follows the format created in 1949, and 

most other countries follow a slightly different 

format created in 1968. They are both as follows:

measure 105 x 148 mm (about 4.3 by 6 inches). 

white.

Fraudulent IDPs are often the wrong color 

and laminated; a legitimate IDP is never 

issued as a laminated booklet.

continue to ask for other forms of ID until certain 

Remember, many other countries record dates-of-

birth in the following order: day, month, year. 

IDP Format Requirements

IDP, and they are extremely similar. This aids in 

the examination of the IDP layout. The United 

The actual size 
of an IDP.

6
 i

n
ch

es

4.3 inches
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in the national language of the issuing nation. 

the date of issue, for the driving of vehicles included in the category or categories 

conform strictly to the laws and regulations relating to residence or to the exercise of 

Example 3

Front cover of an IDP following the 1949 format Front cover of an IDP following the 1968 format

(Example 4 on next page)
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(issuing state)              .

It is valid for the territories of all other Contracting Parties. The categories of ve-

hicles for the driving of which it is valid are stated at the end of the booklet.

State if its holder establishes a normal residence there.

Example 4

Handwritten entries
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Back cover 
when folded

Back cover 
when unfolded
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Surname 1 

Other names (Father’s name or husband’s name) 2 

Place of birth (If known) 3

Date of birth (Or approximate age) 4

Permanent place of residence 5

Vehicles for which the permit is valid:

Motor cycles, with or without a sidecar, invalid carriages and three-wheeled motor 

vehicles with an unladed weight not exceeding 400 kg. (900 lbs.) 

-

mum weight exceeds 3,500 kg. (7,700 lbs.). Vehicles in this category may be 

trailer.

Motor vehicles of categories B, C or D, as authorized above, with other than a light 

trailer. 

A

B

C

E

Particulars concerning the Driver:

“Permissible maximum weight” of a 

vehicle means the weight of the vehicle 

and its maximum load when the vehicle is 

ready for the road. 

“Maximum load” means the weight of the 

authority of the country of registration of 

the vehicle, 

-

sible maximum weight not exceeding 750 

kg. (1,650 lbs.). 

EXCLUSION

(country)

by reason of 

Place

Date

Signature

Exclusions:

(countries I-VIII) 

Seal or

authority

Seal or

authority

1.........................................................

2.........................................................

3.........................................................

4.........................................................

5.........................................................

A

B

C

E

...........................................................................
Signature of holder

Seal or

authority

Seal or

authority

Seal or

authority

Seal or

authority

EXCLUSIONS

(countries)

Seal or

authority

Seal or

authority

Example 5a (English translation) Example 5b (English translation)

The back cover of 
a legitimate IDP, 
unfolded, with 
the AAA stamp of 
authority. 

These pages on 
a legal IDP will 
always be printed 
in French.
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Example of inside pages written in Arabic and Russian

Example of inside pages written in Chinese and Spanish
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International Driver’s Permits —  Frequently Asked Questions

What is an international driver’s permit?

Does the United States require foreign visitors to carry an IDP?

Is an IDP the sam e as an international driver’s license?

W hat do advertisem ents claim  about IDLs?

W ho would want to buy an international driver’s license and why?
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Sources of Information

www.bankrate.com

The American Automobile Association. International Driving Permit. September 

Federal Trade 
Commission v. Carlton Press, Inc., Carlton Press, Ltd., and Kim Fleming 
Bo W eiss.
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ROCIC has been serving its criminal justice 
members since 1973, and served as the 
prototype for the modern RISS (Regional 
Information Sharing Systems) Centers.

ROCIC serves more than 180,000 sworn 
personnel in over 1,800 criminal justice 
agencies located in 14 southeastern and 
southwestern states, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands.

ROCIC provides a variety of services, free 
of charge, to its criminal justice member 
agencies:

• Centralized law enforcement databases 
with connectivity among law enforcement 
agencies and the RISS Centers using the 
RISS Nationwide Intelligence Network. 

• Analytical processing of criminal intelligence, 
including phone tolls and document sorts

• Loaning of specialized, high-tech surveillance 
equipment and vehicles

• Publications, including criminal intelligence 
bulletin

• Specialized training and membership & 
information exchange

• Use of investigative funds

• On-site personal assistance by law 
enforcement coordinators

V ic tim s of C rim e .

O rg a n iz e d C rim e In form a tion C e n te r a n d R O C IC a re p rote c te d b y c op y rig h t la w s .


