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he Internet is saturated with websites and ad-
vertisements marketing “international driver’s
licenses” (IDLs).

Law enforcement is now seeing IDLs in the field.
Officers conducting traffic stops have seen both
U.S. citizens and foreign nationals carrying IDLs
as a license to drive and as a form of identification.
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An “international driver’s license”
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In reality, there is no such thing as
an international driver’s license.
Selling them is a scam.

The IDL should not be confused with a legal docu-
ment called an International Driver’s Permit (IDP).
An IDP is an official booklet which translates a
driver’s license into several languages. In many
countries (but not the U.S.), a visitor who wishes
to drive is required to have an IDP.

Background of International

Driver’s Permits

In 1949 and again in 1968, a treaty was established
that gives legally-admitted visitors to a foreign
country the right to drive, provided the visitor has
a valid driver’s license issued by their home coun-
try. Today, more than 200 countries participate in
the treaty.

The problem with the agreement was that law
enforcement in one country cannot always read the
language of another. Additionally, officers can

not be expected to identify a legal (or fraudulent)
license from every country in the world.

A solution was needed to answer two basic ques-

tions: Is this person licensed to operate a vehicle
and what type of vehicle(s) can they operate?

The solution to this barrier was the creation of the
IDP, enabling law enforcement to interpret the
license of a foreign visitor.

Additionally, a person’s IDP and driver’s license
are required to be issued from the same country.
This confirms that the person holds a valid license
from their home country and ensures the transla-
tions are truthful and accurate.

To obtain an IDP, a person must be 18 years old
and have a valid driver’s license. Once issued, the
IDP will be good for up to one year in all countries
participating in the treaty except the country of is-
sue. If the home-country license becomes suspend-
ed, revoked, or expired, the IDP is no longer valid.

An IDP does not replace a driver’s license and
cannot be used as a passport or sole proof of
identity. An IDP must be accompanied by a home-
country license at all times, and the two documents
must have been issued by the same country.
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Front cover of a legitimate IDP issued by AAA.




Regional Organized Crime Information Center
Special Research Report * The International Driver’s Permit

While some countries require a visitor to carry an
IDP, others only recommend it. U.S. citizens are
strongly encouraged, however, to obtain an IDP
if traveling to countries where English is not the
primary language.

IDPs are not required in the United States.

Any resident of a country that participates in the
treaty may legally drive in the United States car-
rying only their valid license from their country
of residence. IDPs are not required in the United
States.

The International Driver’s License
Scam

Only two organizations in the United States are
authorized to sell IDPs: the American Automobile
Association (AAA) and the American Automobile
Touring Alliance (AATA). An IDP costs $10.

In contrast, international driver’s licenses pur-
chased over the Internet can range from $45 to
$210. IDLs bought directly from a document mill
can cost anywhere from $285 to $800.
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Laminated front cover of a fake IDP

“We have seen people using storefronts to sell
IDLs, and we have also seen legitimate business
owners selling IDLs on the side,” said Detective
Douglas Comfort of the Fairfax County, VA Police
Department, an expert on the subject. “There is a
substantial market for IDLs. We have seen them
sell for upwards of $800.”

Advertisers of IDLs sometimes refer to them as
IDPs. However, they are almost always laminated,
the wrong color, and come with a smaller laminat-
ed card that says “International Driver’s License”
across the top.
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Back cover of fake IDP with insert for laminated IDL

IDL advertisements can claim a number of
untruths, such as:
¢ IDLs grant driving privileges in every
country.
¢ An IDL is a substitute for a state-issued
driver’s license.
¢ An IDL allows a person with a
suspended or revoked license to
operate a vehicle.
¢ [DLs protect a person from points
assessed to their license for violations
of U.S. traffic laws.
¢ IDLs can be used as a photo ID in the
uU.S.
¢ IDLs cannot be revoked or suspended.

“The IDP was meant to be a translation of your
valid driver’s license, but they are being sold

to people who never had a license,” said Det.
Comfort. “Thus, not only are they a fraudulent
document (put any information on it you want),
they are falling into the hands of unlicensed and
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Countries participating in U.N. treaty

(United States must honor citizens’ driver’s license)

Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Angola
Anguilla
Antigua
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bhutan
Bolivia
Botswana
Brunei
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
(was Upper
Volta)
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Islands
Cayman Islands
Central African
Republic
Chad
Chile
Colombia
Comoros
Congo,
Republic of
(Brazzaville)

Congo,
Dem. Rep. of
(Kinshasa)
Costa Rica
Cote d’lvoire
(Ivory
Coast)
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican
Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial
Guinea
Estonia
Fiji
Finland
France
(including
French
overseas
territories)
French
Polynesia
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Grenada
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran

Ireland
Israel

Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Korea
(Republic)
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Laos
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstei
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macao
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Mali

Malta
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mexico
Moldova

Monaco
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands
Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Panama
Papua New
Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Qatar
Romania
Russia
Rwanda
St. Kitts &
Nevis
St. Lucia
St. Vincent &
The
Grenadines
San Marino
Sao Tome &
Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia &
Montenegro

Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
South Africa
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Swagziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania
Thailand
Togo
Trinidad &
Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab
Emirates
United Kingdom
Uzbekistan
Vatican City
(Holy See)
Venezuela
Vietnam
Western Samoa
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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untested drivers.”

Because of the false claims, three types of indi-
viduals will seek an IDL:

1. Travelers to foreign countries will seek an
IDL believing they are purchasing a legitimate
document that is required in the country they
wish to visit.

» For this reason, many of the scams target
non-native speakers through ads in foreign-
language newspapers that direct consumers
to websites or local storefronts.

» Not only can the consumer get into legal
trouble if caught driving without a license,
depending on what personal information
was given at the time of purchase (SSN,
bank account number, etc.), they also run
the risk of having their identity stolen by
the scammers.

2. U.S. citizens and residents who have had their
valid state-issued driver’s license revoked or
suspended will seek an IDL believing it will
reinstate their driving privleges.

3. U.S. citizens and residents who are trying to
hide their identity will seek an IDL believing it
can be used as a sole proof of identity.

» “IDLs are sought by wanted criminals, ille-
gal aliens, gang members, and other people
who don’t qualify for a license,” said Det.
Comfort.

Examination of an IDP

A foreigner who is in the country illegally may be
carrying an IDL or an IDP that has been altered.

If an officer does come across a person holding

an IDL or an IDP, comparing it with their driver’s
license (if they have one) and examining its format
can be easy ways to spot an counterfeit and can
lead to the discovery of a fraudulent manufacturer.

“Conduct an interview and seek the person’s
admission that they do not have a driver’s license,”
said Det. Comfort. “In most cases, they will say

Tips for checking
identification documents

Make sure the ID is not expired.
Check for the state logo or seal.
Font styles should be consistent.
Check the normality of the size, color,
lettering, thickness, and corners.
Compare the photo, height, and
weight on the ID to the person.

» Evidence of tampering includes glue
lines, bumpy surfaces, ripped edges,
and pin holes.

» The back of the document should
not be blurred or out of alignment.
Many times imposters meticulously
create a clear image on the front of
a document but are careless with the
back.

» When examining an IDP, multiple

staple holes indicates the original

cover has been removed and
replaced.
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A7

the IDP is the only one they have.”

If the individual is carrying a fraudulent IDL,
make sure to question how and why the IDL was
obtained. Find out what documents they had to
show to obtain the IDL, the price they had to pay,
and whether the information they gave was their
true identity. If possible, get them to tell you the
exact location of where they received the IDL, and
ask to see a business card, receipt, or advertise-
ment from the location.

If the information leads to an illegal document
mill, contact the ROCIC Criminal Intelligence
Unit at (800) 238-7985, ext. 533. Also, the Fairfax
County, VA Police Department has experience and
can answer questions concerning an IDL investiga-
tion. They can be contacted at (703) 246-4540.

If they do have a valid license and are carrying
a valid IDP, make sure the home country of the
IDP and the home country of the license are the
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same, then try to match up the photos. If uncertain
that the two documents are for the same person,
continue to ask for other forms of ID until certain

States follows the format created in 1949, and
most other countries follow a slightly different
format created in 1968. They are both as follows:

of the person’s identity.
1. The permit should be in booklet form and

measure 105 x 148 mm (about 4.3 by 6 inches).
The cover shall be gray and the inside pages
white.

Remember, many other countries record dates-of-
birth in the following order: day, month, year.

IDP Format Requirements

There are only two possible formats for a legal
IDP, and they are extremely similar. This aids in
the examination of the IDP layout. The United

» Fraudulent IDPs are often the wrong color
and laminated; a legitimate IDP is never
issued as a laminated booklet.

The actual size
of an IDP.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
INTERNATIONAL MoTOR TRAFFIC

EEE
$10.00

International Driving Permit

* Convention on Intemational Road Traffic of 19 September 1949
(United Nations)

Issued st HEATHROW, FLORIDA 32746-5063, U.S.A.
Valid For One Year From:

NovemBeER 13, 290/

Date

IMPORTANT — This permit is not valid
for driving in the United States

6 inches
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Authorized signature of the empowered authority
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4.3 inches
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2. The cover page should conform to either the 1949 format or the 1968 format. Both should be printed
in the national language of the issuing nation.

Front cover of an IDP following the 1949 format Front cover of an IDP following the 1968 format

3. The inside cover page should conform to either Example 3 (1949) or Example 4 (1968) and should be
printed in the national language of the issuing nation.

This permit is valid in the territory of all the Contracting States with the exception
of the territory of the Contracting State where issued, for the period of one year from
the date of issue, for the driving of vehicles included in the category or categories
mentioned on the last page of this permit.

[Space reserved for a list of the Contracting States (optional)]
It is understood that this permit shall in no way affect the obligation of the holder to

conform strictly to the laws and regulations relating to residence or to the exercise of
a profession which are in force in each country through which he travels.

Example 3 (Example 4 on next page)
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This permit is not valid in the territory of (issuing state)

It is valid for the territories of all other Contracting Parties. The categories of ve-
hicles for the driving of which it is valid are stated at the end of the booklet.

[Space reserved for a list of the Contracting States (optional)]

This permit shall in no way affect the obligation of the holder to conform to the
laws and regulations relating to residence and to the exercise of a profession in
each State through which he travels. In particular, it shall cease to be valid in a

State if its holder establishes a normal residence there.

Example 4

4. Any handwritten entries on the permit must be in Latin characters (English, French, Spanish, etc.) or
in English cursive script.

» Because the IDP comes in a booklet form, typed entries (versus handwritten entries) on the front
cover and back page can be an indicator of a fraudulent document.

Handwritten entries

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
INTERNATIONAL MoToR TRAFFIC

FEE
$10.00

International Dri

Convention cn Intemational Road Traffi4f 19 September 1549
(United Nation

Issued st HEATHROW, ORIDA 32746-5063, US.A.
Valid For One Year From:

owe fOUEmBER /3, 2004

IMPORTANT— This permit is not valid
for driving in the United States

- | o 1 A '
ig_’@ﬁ?u‘%{%.'g = Y . ?
1z D )2/ : <7
N\ : b ELgabath Manie Stevers

o=
\\\\\W“'—' Signature du (ulaire”

EXCLUSIONS
(pays)
Authorized si ¢ of the d authority s CE e S T VRECE i b W e T

| g :
70152793
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5. The back cover is two pages that face each other when folded. These pages are always printed in
French! They should conform to Example 5a and Example 5b when opened (see page 10).

Back cover
when folded

Back cover
when unfolded

\ndications relativos ay conductou:

wbhicul
tabl,

\es pour lesquels
o:
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| Nom 1
Prénoms 2
Lieu de naissance 3
Date de naissance 4
Domicilo 5

pour lesq

Catégorie de véhi
le permis est valable:

Motocyclés avec ou sans sidecar, voitures d'infirme el automobiles & tois roues dont le
poids A vide Wexcéde pas 400 kg (900 livres). A

Automobiles affeciées au transpon des personnes et componant, outre le sidge du
conducteur, huit places assises au maximum ou aflectbes au transport des| B
marchandises et ayant un pokds maximum aulorisé qui n'excéde pas 3.500 kg (7.700
Invres). Aux automobiles da cefte cabégorie peut élre aftelée une remorque gére.

Automobiles affectées au transport des marchandises et dont le poids maximum autorsé
excéde 3.500kg (7.700 livres). Aux automobiles de cette catégorie peut étre atieiée une| C
remorque ieggre.c

Automobiles-affecibes au transpon des personnes el comportant. outre le sige du
conducteur, plus de huit places assises. Aux automobiles de cefte catégorie peut étre | D
attelde une remorque ldgéne.

Automobiles des cslégones B, C ou D pour lesquelles la ocnﬁu:lem est habilté, avec
remangques aulres qu'une remorque légéare. =,

Le terme “poids maximum autorisé” dun laulorité du pays d'i
vishicule césigne le poids du véhicule en ordre  du vehicule.

demarche et de la charge maximum. Les remorques légires sont celies dont le
Le terme “charge maximum® désigne le poids poids maximum autorisé ne dépasse pas 750
du chargement déclaré admissibe par kg. (1650 livres)

EXCLUSION Exclusions;
Le titulaire est déchu du droit conduire sur le territoire de {pays VI
(pays).
&N raison deé ...

Signature
Inscrire lexclusion dans loul autre espace prévu & cet effet,
51 'espace réservé ci-dessus est déja utilisé.

siunaluna dlu titulaine”

EXCLUSIONS
(pays)

*0u l'empreinte du pouce.

The back cover of
a legitimate IDP,
unfolded, with

the AAA stamp of
authority.

These pages on
a legal IDP will
always be printed
in French.

Particulars concerning the Driver:

Surname 1

Other names (Father’s name or husband’s name) 2
Place of birth (If known) 3

Date of birth (Or approximate age) 4

Permanent place of residence 5

Vehicles for which the permit is valid:

Motor cycles, with or without a sidecar, invalid carriages and three-wheeled motor
vehicles with an unladed weight not exceeding 400 kg. (900 Ibs.)

Motor vehicles used for the transport of passengers and comprising, in addition to
the driver’s seat, at most 8 seats, or those used for the transport of goods and having
a permissible maximum weight not exceeding 3,500 kg. (7,700 Ibs.). Vehicles in this
category may be coupled with a light trailer.

Motor vehicles used for the transport of goods and of which the permissible maxi-
mum weight exceeds 3,500 kg. (7,700 Ibs.). Vehicles in this category may be
coupled with a light trailer.

Motor vehicles, used for the transport of passengers comprising, in addition to the
driver’s seat, more than 8 seats. Vehicles in this category may be coupled with a light
trailer.

Motor vehicles of categories B, C or D, as authorized above, with other than a light
trailer.

E

“Permissible maximum weight” of a
vehicle means the weight of the vehicle
and its maximum load when the vehicle is
ready for the road.

“Maximum load” means the weight of the
load declared permissible by the competent

the vehicle,

kg. (1,650 Ibs.).

authority of the country of registration of

“Light trailers” shall be those of a permis-
sible maximum weight not exceeding 750

EXCLUSION Exclusions:
Holder of this permit is deprived of the right to drive in
(country)
by reason of

Place

stamp of Date
ity Signature

Should the above space be already filled, use any other
space provided for “Exclusion”.

(countries I-VIII)

oA W -

iA

[Photograph]

Seal gr
stamyp of
authofity,

Signature of holder
(or thumb print)

EXCLUSIONS
(countries)

Example 5a (English translation)

Example 5b (English translation)

10
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6. The inside pages should repeat Example 5a in several languages. The first page will most likely be in
the language of the country the IDP was issued. English, Russian, Spanish must be included.** Any
others are at the discretion of the issuing country. There is no specified order in which the languages
must be placed (except that French must be on the back cover).

**[f the issuing country follows the Convention of Road Traffic of 1949, the official languages of the
United Nations (English, French, Russian, Spanish, Chinese, and Arabic) must be included in the permit.
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Example of inside pages written in Arabic and Russian
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Example of inside pages written in Chinese and Spanish
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International Driver’s Permits — Frequently Asked Questions

What is an international driver’s permit?
A translation of a valid, state-issued driver’s license. IDPs were created to help law
enforcement interpret the driver’s license of a foreign visitor.

Does the United States require foreign visitors to carry an IDP?

No. The United States recognizes the license of any visitor whose home country
participates in the United Nations Convention on Road Traffic. For the entire list of
participating countries, see page 4.

Is an IDP the same as an international driver’s license?
No. There is no such thing as an IDL, and selling IDLs is illegal.

What do advertisements claim about IDLs?

IDLs grant driving privileges in every country; an IDL is a substitute for a state-
issued driver’s license; an IDL allows a person with a suspended or revoked license
to operate a vehicle; IDLs protect a person from points assessed to their license for
violations of U.S. traffic laws; IDLs can be used as a photo ID in the U.S.; and IDLs
cannot be revoked or suspended. These claims are all false.

Who would want to buy an international driver’s license and why?

1.) Travelers to foreign countries will seek an IDL believing they are purchasing a
legitimate document that is required in the country they wish to visit.

2.) U.S. citizens and residents who have had their valid state-issued driver’s
license revoked or suspended will seek an IDL believing it will reinstate their driving
privileges.

3.) U.S. citizens, residents, and criminals who are trying to hide their identity will
seek an IDL believing it can be used as a sole proof of identity.

What should officers do if they see an IDL?

Be sure to question the person carrying the IDL as to how and why it was obtained.
Find out what documents they had to show to obtain the IDL, the price they had

to pay, and whether the information they gave was their true identity. If able, get
them to tell you the exact location of where they received the IDL, and ask to see a
business card, receipt, or advertisement from the location. If the information leads to
a manufacturer, report the information to ROCIC.
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Special Research Reports by ROCIC Publications

Accessible to RISS member agencies on the ROCIC secure Intranet website. Complete listing of ROCIC Bulletins,
Special Research Reports, User’s Guides, and Training Conference Reports at http://rocic.riss.net/publications.htm

+ Auto Theft in the 21st Century

+ Crowd Control: Dynamics, Psychology, Law
Enforcement Tactics

+ Jamaat ul-Fugra: Gilani Followers
Conducting Paramilitary Training in U.S.

«Khat:  Trafficking in Foreign Plant Linked to
Terrorist Financing

+ Active Shooter: Protecting the Lives of
Innocents in Shooting Situations

« Terrorism Threat Assessment for Large
Facilities

+ Check 21: New Banking Technology
Challenges Law Enforcement

+ ICE: Crystal Methamphetamine: Imported
High-Purity Meth Replacing Domestic Lab
Output

+ Meth Lab Safety Issues: How to Protect
Law Enforcement, First Responders, and
the General Public from the Dangers of
Clandestine Methamphetamine Labs

+  CERT (Community Emergency Response
Team): Civilian Support for First Responders

* Taxing lllegal Drugs: States Attacking Profit
Motive of Dealers

+ Diplomatic Immunity: Rules of Engagement
for Law Enforcement

+ Violence Against Law Enforcement: Law
Enforcement Officers Murdered, Accidentally
Killed, Assaulted in the Line of Duty

+ Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13): Violent Street
Gang with Military Background

+ Indicators of Terrorist Activity: Stopping the
Next Attack in the Planning Stages

+ Internet Fraud: Techniques Used to Scam
Online Consumers

+DXM: TeensAbusing Cough Medicine Risk

Brain Damage, Death
RISS Activity Report for G-8 Summit
Mail Center Security

Safety & Security for Electrical
Infrastructure: Protecting Law Enforcement
and the Public in Emergency Situations

+ Crisis Response Report; TerroristAttacks &

Natural Disasters

Eco Terrorism: Extremists Pose Domestic
Threat

Cold Case Units: Turning up the Heat
Gypsies and Travelers

User’s Guide to ATIX: Automated Trusted
Information Exchange

«DNA: Law Enforcement’s New Investigative

* False

Tool
ID: National Security Threat

Salvia Divinorum: Herbal Hallucinogen
Raises Law Enforcement Concerns

Smallpox: The Deadly Virus

*Human Trafficking: International Criminal

Trade in Modern Slavery

* Network ~ Security: Safeguarding Systems

Against the Latest Threats

*Dirty Bombs: Radiological Dispersion

Devices
Ethics in Law Enforcement
Law Enforcement Officers and Safety

Computer Forensics: Following the
Electronic Trail

+ Huffing:  TeensAbusing Inhalants

* RISSLeads Bulletin Board: Information in an

Instant

* Bioterrorism

* Just

Criminal Intelligence: lts Use in Law
Enforcement in Our Changing World

Terrorism: Defending the Homeland
Law Enforcement and the Mentally Ill
Civil Disorder: Preparing for the Worst

Ecstasy: Harmless Party Drug Or
Dangerous Trend?

Heroin: More Purity For Less Money
OxyContin Abuse Explodes In Southeast
Say NO To Telemarketers

School Security Crisis Response Manual
XML: Communications Through Connectivity
Credit Card Security Features

+ Stop  Phone Cramming: Check Your Phone

Bill

+ Shaken Baby Syndrome: What To Look For,

What To Do

Children and Internet Safety

RAVES: When It's More Than A Party
Identity Theft: From Low Tech to High Tech

Hoaxes and Legends: How to Detect
Hoaxes on the Internet

Truce or Consequences: Motorcycle Gangs
Talking to Each Other

Child Pornography: Protecting the Innocent

Meth Threat: Seizure of Labs by Untrained
Personnel Recipe for Death and Destruction

lllusion and Confusion: The Crime and
Culture of Irish Travelers

+Date Rape Drugs: Rohypnol, GHB Gaining

Popularity in Southeast, Southwest

Security Threat Groups in Prison

ROCIC has been serving its criminal justice
members since 1973, and served as the
prototype for the modern RISS (Regional
Information Sharing Systems) Centers.

ROCIC serves more than 180,000 sworn
personnel in over 1,800 criminal justice
agencies located in 14 southeastern and
southwestern states, Puerto Rico, and the U.S.
Virgin Islands.

ROCIC provides a variety of services, free
of charge, to its criminal justice member
agencies:

+ Centralized

law enforcement databases
with connectivity among law enforcement
agencies and the RISS Centers using the
RISS Nationwide Intelligence Network.

+ Analytical processing of criminal intelligence,

including phone tolls and document sorts

» Use of investigative funds

enforcement coordinators

Loaning of specialized, high-tech surveillance
equipment and vehicles

Publications, including criminal intelligence
bulletin

Specialized training and membership &
information exchange

On-site personal assistance by law
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