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Attack on Police and ISI Offices
In Lahore, Pakistan, May 27, 2009

Information Cutoff Date: May 27, 2009; 1030 Hours

NYPD SHIELD intelligence briefs are current as of the information cutoff date. The
information is therefore preliminary and subject to further analysis and revision.
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Summary

On 5/27/09 at least four gunmen
opened fire and set off of a car
bomb between police and
intelligence buildings in Lahore,
Pakistan.

Latest reports indicate that at
least 23 people are dead, and
hundreds wounded.

Two suspects were taken into
custody, but were later
released.

There have been no claims of
responsibility, but the attack is
assessed to be aresponse to
the Pakistani army’s offensive
in the Swat Valley.
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At approximately 1030 Pakistani time, at least
four gunmen armed with assault rifles
stepped from a car parked between a police
emergency services facility and an office of
Pakistan’s Interservices Intelligence
Directorate and opened fire.

The gunmen tried to breach the protective
barriers before the ISI building, using gunfire
and grenades.

Heavy return fire from security guards
prevented the gunmen from getting any closer,
and the explosives-packed Suzuki van was
detonated, destroying the police facility and
damaging the ISI building.

Gunshots could still be heard in the ISI
building one hour after the explosion.
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Detalls

An estimated 220 pounds of an
undetermined kind of explosive
were used in the VBIED.

The ISl building was probably
the main target, and the
destruction of the police facility
was collateral damage.

There have been no claims of
responsibility, but the attack is
assessed to be In retaliation for
the Pakistani Army’s offensive
against militants in the Swat
valley.
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Conclusions

The Pakistani army is engaged in a major offensive against
militants.

» Many of these militants were supported in the past by Pakistan’s Interservices Intelligence
Directorate, which was probably the intended target of today’s attack

» The attack might indicate that the marriage of convenience between the militants and certain
arms of the Pakistani government is over.
This attack took place in Pakistan’s most populated and stable
province, Punjab, which demonstrates that no part of the
co_lqntry Is immune from the violence being perpetrated by the
militants.

« The central government was able to turn a blind eye to the fighting that was taking place in
the Federally Administered Tribal Areas and the Northwest Frontier Province, but the
militants are now routinely mounting operations in what were the most secure parts of the
country.

* The government of Pakistan appears to be hard pressed to provide security to even its own
facilities.
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Major Attacks in Pakistan

March 30, 2009: Gunmen attack police academy outside Lahore.
March 27, 2009: Suicide bomber demolishes a mosque near Jamrud.
March 3, 2009: Gunmen attack the Sri Lankan cricket team in Lahore.

Sept. 20, 2008: Suicide truck bomb devastates the Marriott hotel in
Islamabad.

Sept. 6, 2008: A suicide car bombing in Peshawar.
Aug. 21, 2008: Suicide bombers attack a weapons factory in Wah.

March 11, 2008: Suicide bombs rip through police headquarters in
Lahore.

Jan. 10, 2008: Suicide bomber attacks High Court in Lahore.

Dec. 27, 2007: Former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto killed Rawalpindi.
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Implications for New York

« The attack took place in the heart of a large city in
the middle of the morning, when security measures
should have been at their strongest.

« The barriers that were in place prevented further
damage, but were not sufficient to fully protect two
vital government facilities.

« The damage inflicted was heavy despite the
relatively small vehicle and amount of explosives.

 High-profile “hard targets” are still at the top of the
militants list.
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sources

e “Massive Car Bomb in Pakistan Kills at Least 33" Fox
News, 5/27/09

 “Lahore Suicide Blast Death Toll Mounts to 23" The
International News, 5/27/09

o “Militants’ Recent Major Attacks in Pakistan” The
International News, 5/27/09

o “23 Killed in Lahore Blast” The Dalily Jang, 5/27/09

o “At Least 23 Killed in Pakistan Bombing” The New York
Times, 5/27/09
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Richard KaminskKi
Counterterrorism Bureau

Richard.Kaminski@nypd.org

NYPD SHIELD Website
http://www.nypdshield.org
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