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SOCIAL LISTENING REPORT
THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2021

SUMMARY

Debate over double masking continues to dominate online discussion. Many members of
the public are frustrated with what they feel is inconsistent messaging.
Several areas of the country are beginning to report more positive trends of declining
case counts. People are expressing relief and are hopeful this will alleviate some of the
stress being placed on many hospitals. A small number speculate this is an expected
decline following increased holiday infection rates.
There have been positive reactions to news that FEMA has requested thousands of
service members from DoD to provide vaccine support. People are hopeful this will help
the process go more smoothly.
There is growing concern among the medical community and the general public
regarding new variants being reported in several states. There is particular worry over
how vulnerability children may be to these new strains.
Traditional media and morning front-page headlines focused on:

o The federal government’s interagency response to stand up additional

vaccination sites
o Increasing weekly dose shipments, ongoing detection of foreign variants of the
COVID-19 virus

o Renewed emphasis on facemasks reducing infection spread
Public accessibility to vaccination centers or registration sites and consequential
mitigation by state and local officials also continue to generate traditional media reports
of frustration and a perception of unequal distribution.

PUBLIC PERCEPTION/SENTIMENT

Discussion last night and this morning heavily focused on recent recommendations to
wear two masks.
o People are frustrated with what they feel is constantly changing guidance and
policies. Many feel if one mask is ineffective doubling up will not make a
difference. (example 1, example 2)
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e Several areas around the country are reporting a decline in positive case counts. Most
people are responding to this with cautious optimism and hoping it will relieve some of
the stress on our healthcare system.

o Some are warning people to remain vigilant especially in light of new variants
being reported across the nation — stating historically we have not prepared well
for additional waves.

e There are conflicting arguments regarding children and COVID-19. Some note that
children have been less susceptible to infection meaning schools should reopen. The
other side of the argument claims COVID-19 rates in schools are underreported and
schools are not taking proper safety precautions for in-person learning.

o Arise in COVID-19 cases among children over the last two week period, where
two died in Fort Worth, Texas has led to an increase in concern from parents, who
are now actively opposing schools reopening this spring semester.

e Police are warning individuals to avoid sharing photos of their vaccination cards noting it
could reveal Pll. Many people feel the Pll included on the card is readily available
information and do not feel it should be an issue to share.

e Reports that the White House is considering a requirement of a negative COVID-19 test
for domestic travel are triggering debate. Most online discussion disagrees with the
potential policy feeling existing protocols of masks and social distancing should be
enough. Some feel it is an infringement upon personal freedomes.

FEMA

e There has been a high volume of discussion about reports that FEMA has requested
10,000 service members from Department of Defense to help in administering doses of
the vaccine. (example 1, example 2)

o Public response has been largely positive with people showing gratitude and
expressing hope that this will help streamline the process.

e There continues to be a fair amount of discussion about the allocation of funds to
support state vaccine distribution and administration.

e Although reaction to FEMA’s involvement in the vaccine mission has been largely positive
there is still a moderate number of people who express a lack of trust toward FEMA and
its role.

RUMORS/MISINFORMATION

e YouTube has removed more than 500,000 COVID-19 misinformation videos since
February 2020.
o According to a survey by Acxiom of 5,000 U.S. consumers, over 44% of
respondents partially believed an unfounded claim the COVID-19 death rate was
deliberately exaggerated. Half of the 44% said it is "definitely true."
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NATIONWIDE/GLOBAL

Federal Response

e Thereis a low volume of discussion about recent reports that the Department of Health
and Human Services — ASPR misappropriated money intended to assist with the response
to public health emergencies.

Vulnerable Populations

e In the last two weeks, there was a 16% increase in the number of children infected by

COVID-19. Experts are concerned about a new variants that seems to be spreading faster
in kids.

Public Health

e According to a CDC study, only ten in four million cases of Moderna doses administered
resulted in anaphylaxis, a potentially life-threatening allergic reaction.

REGION ONE

Supply Chain
e In Vermont, approximately 860 doses of Moderna's coronavirus vaccine will be
discarded after being stored one degree lower than required at Springfield Hospital.
Four hundred of those doses were intended for second-dose clinics.
o Department of Health is conducting a site visit to get more details and notes that
the state has had minimal wasted doses.

Vaccination Administration

¢ In Maine, Cross Insurance Center will serve as a large scale COVID-19 vaccination site
supporting the Bangor region, beginning February 2. The site will start with 900
vaccinations per day and increasing from there, pending supplies.

o Another large vaccination site will be the former Scarborough Downs racing track,
which will open February 3, to eventually be able to vaccinate 1000 people a day.

e In Vermont, the first residents 75 and older received their first doses of vaccine earlier this
week. About 58% of this age group are already signed up for vaccinations.

e |n Massachusetts, mass vaccination sites at Fenway Park and Gillette Stadium have 20,000
vaccine appointments and slots are open to book online for Phase 1 eligible, which
includes healthcare workers, long-term care facilities, first responders, congregate care
settings and people 75 and older.

Public Health

e The Rhode Island Department of Health reported the lowest daily rate of positive COVID-
19 tests in months on yesterday.
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e Cape Cod Healthcare reports no health care employees were out because of a COVID-19
diagnosis for the first time in a long time.
o Vaccination of thousands of Cape Cod Healthcare employees since December 15
has made a difference.
o About 15% of Cape Cod Healthcare’s 5,000 employees have so far declined the
shot or are taking a wait-and-see approach.
¢ In lllinois, 30% of the Yorkville Community United School District 115's 950 staff members
have said they will not take the COVID-19 vaccine when it is available.
e Ohio State University scientists received more than $300,000 to fund their study from the
National Institutes of Health plan to use hard candy to screen for the loss of taste and
smell in people to detect COVID-19 in otherwise asymptomatic people.

REGION TWO

Supply Chain
e New Jersey is getting 130,000 COVID-19 vaccine doses every week for the next three
weeks, as the White House ramps up distribution.

Vaccination Administration

e In New Jersey, residents’ second dose appointments will vary according to how they got
their first does. A vaccination call center will be available to help starting January 31 from
0800 to 2000 ET.

e In Washington Heights, New York City, 100% of the new COVID-19 vaccination
appointments at the Fort Washington Armory Center vaccine site will be reserved for New
York City residents, after local media denounced that wealthy people who lived outside
the city were registering and leaving seniors in the borough without appointments.

Vulnerable Populations

e Local media reported yesterday, that as of 0633 ET, no one spoke Spanish in the Fort
Washington Armory Center vaccination site located in Washington Heights, NYC, which is
69% Hispanic.

e In New Jersey, there were reports of older individuals lining up and camping out overnight
in sub-freezing temperatures to get vaccines at a first-come-first-serve vaccination site.

e New York State has vaccinated 183 thousand people at nursing homes and assisted living
sites as of 0830 ET today.

Public Health
e In New Jersey, the state health commissioner confirmed an individual with underlying
conditions died from UK COVID-19 variant on January 28%.

o At least eight people in New Jersey have tested positive to the contagious strain
that some are referring to as 'Super-COVID."
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e The new UK COVID-19 variant was detected in Puerto Rico on January 27,

REGION THREE

Supply Chain
e In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania the Allegheny County Health Department says there is an
overwhelming demand for the COVID-19 vaccine but there are not enough supplies to
go around. The health department is also frustrated with the lack of a vaccine
registration system at the state level.

Vaccination Administration

e In Fredericksburg, Virginia, Mary Washington Hospital received 6,000 more vaccine doses.
This is part of the state’s effort to move more shots from the freezer into the arms of
residents. The doses will be distributed through Sunday, and the hospital is contacting
older residents, health care workers and school staff members to make appointments.

e At Dorney Park in Allentown, Pennsylvania, the COVID-19 vaccine was given to 1,000
residents on January 27 at one of the first mass vaccination sites in Pennsylvania.

e Fairfax County Public Schools in Fairfax, Virginia announced on January 27% that cancelled
employee appointments for the COVID-19 vaccine are now back on and being
rescheduled.

e In Prince William County, Maryland according to the school board chairman they are
planning to administer more 2,400 first dosages of COVID-19 vaccine to teachers and staff
members, in mass-vaccination events over the weekend.

e In Baltimore, Maryland local media reports a portion of hospital workers are choosing not
to get their shots. The president of the Maryland Hospital Association states this is due to
staff wanting to wait and see about possible adverse reactions.

Vulnerable Populations

e The Virginia Department of Health has released their COVID-19 vaccine demographics for
their vaccine rollout. The demographics are broken down by residents who received one
dose, residents fully vaccinated, age, race and ethnicity, and sex. Vulnerable populations
to include Black Americans and Latinx Americans have been vaccinated at a lower rate
compared to White Americans.

e In Richmond, Virginia the Daily Planet Health Services, a safety net healthcare provider,
began an onsite push this week to vaccinate the homeless population.

e In Woodbridge, Virginia a family medicine physician addressed several myths about the
COVID-19 vaccine during a virtual conversation with Prince William County’s NAACP
chapter. It was noted that the vaccines were created safely and are not being “tested” on
Black Americans or other minorities.

e In Montgomery County, Maryland a group of teachers who refer to themselves as
“vaccine hunters” are volunteering their time to help elders and non-English speaking
residents get vaccine appointments.
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e In Prince George, Maryland a local news reporter interviewed Black Prince George
residents on their hesitancy to get the COVID-19 vaccine at a new clinic in the District
Heights Giant. Some residents felt not enough research has been conducted yet and they
do not feel comfortable getting the vaccine.

Public Health

e In Montgomery County, Maryland, the county’s Chief Health Officer told local media
that if vaccinations continue at this pace it could take two years for the entire county to
receive shots.

e The governor of Virginia stated January 27t that the current COVID-19 restrictions and
mitigation efforts that were supposed to expire at the end of the month will extend
through the end of February. He also stated the state can expect an increase in vaccine
supply.

e OnJanuary 27% Virginia adopted permanent COVID-19 workplace safety standards. These
standards include appropriate personal protective equipment, sanitation, social
distancing, infections disease preparedness and response plans, record keeping, training
and hazard communications in workplaces.

REGION FOUR

Vaccination Administration

e Mississippi issued guidance on COVID-19 vaccine payments to insurance companies,
which basically ensures that members have health insurance coverage for vaccines.

o This includes foregoing cost-sharing for vaccines, reimbursing providers for the
cost of administering the vaccine and ensuring that if the vaccine is administered
during a regular office visit, providers are billed and reimbursed separately from
the visit costs.

e Georgia state health officials have suspended the Medical Center of Elberton, a rural
hospital, from receiving new doses of COVID-19 vaccine after the hospital vaccinated
teachers from the Elbert County School District against state guidelines. Vaccines are
currently only open to those who are 65 and older.

e North Carolina launched its online Find My Vaccine Group tool this week to help residents
find when they will be eligible for the vaccine, including which group they fall into for the
vaccine rollout phases.

e In Durham, North Carolina, the county Sheriff is clarifying that the vaccine is mandatory
for his employees following low compliance rates.

e South Carolina ranks among the top in the U.S. for vaccine administration according to a
newly released report by Becker’s Hospital Review. Officials say they are making progress
despite supply challenges.

o The Department of Health and Environmental Control officials share that this
report more accurately depicts the vaccination rate in comparison to the CDC'’s
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Data Tracker, which DHEC says does not calculate the doses administered relative
to the doses distributed.

Vulnerable Populations
e In Florida, the governor announced Publix would be the exclusive COVID-19 vaccine
distributer for Palm Beach. Some city officials say the move is discriminatory to Black and
rural populations who do not have a Publix nearby.

o This action means that Publix will receive future vaccine doses over county
physicians, pharmacies and hospitals. For residents who are not near a Publix,
possible access issues will exist.

o The governor’s executive order allows for individuals under 65 with underlying
health conditions to get the vaccine now but it must be obtained through a
hospital program. However, with more vaccines going to mega-sites and grocery
store pharmacies, their access to the vaccine is limited.

Public Health
e Alabama announced three residents have tested positive for the UL COVID-19 variant.
o Two of the cases are from Montgomery and another from Jefferson County.

e In Florida, 19 counties have cases of a variant of COVID with the highest number of known
cases reported in Miami-Dade and Broward counties.

e The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control confirmed two
residents have tested positive for the more contagious coronavirus strain first seen in
South Africa.

REGION FIVE

Supply Chain
¢ In Michigan, Bronson Methodist Hospital posted that all COVID-19 vaccine
appointments had been filled, for adults 65 and older, for the 1,700 doses received for
the week as of 0930 ET, January 27.
o At 1700 ET, January 27, the hospital closed their phone lines to new callers.
o Bronson's online scheduling systems temporarily became overwhelmed on
January 26, even with adjusted staffing and bandwidth for its website to
anticipate the rush.

Vaccination Administration
e Inlllinois, Christian-Montgomery Emergency Management Agency reports vaccine
delivery is not only limited, but is also inconsistent.
o Only 7% of the population wanting the vaccine has been dosed. About 10% of
those who came in did so without a vaccine record authorization form, which
slows lines down.
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o Since the beginning of distribution, only one dose has been wasted and that was
because of a poorly manufactured needle.

¢ In Minnesota, Roy Wilkins Auditorium in St. Paul was converted into a pilot mass
vaccination site to give 15,000 vaccinations over five days, aimed at educators and
childcare workers.

¢ In Michigan and Indiana, Walmart and Kroger pharmacies are among the newest
establishments to begin administering COVID-19 vaccines, beginning with appointment
registration next week.

Vaccine Development
e InIndiana, a South Bend clinic is looking for Johnson & Johnson vaccine trial volunteers.
o Locally, 300 people are needed, representing a range of adult ages, genders, races,
ethnicities and medical conditions.
o The clinic is one of 100 research sites selected around the world, of which 50 are in
the United States.

Staffing
e Michigan is sending bonus checks to cover COVID hazard pay to teachers and school staff.

Public Health
e In Wisconsin, 62% of residents cancelled their dental appointments due to COVID-19.
o Dentists are expecting a backlog of dental problems because of a year of missed
appointments.

e InIndiana, an outbreak of COVID-19 has killed several members and long-term residents
at the Sisters of Providence of St. Mary-of-the-Woods in Terre Haute.

e In Ohio, Cleveland Clinic has found that a portion of its N95 mask supply used between
November and January 25 were counterfeit.

Community Mitigation
e |n Detroit, Michigan cancels St. Patrick’s Day Parade for a second year in a row.
e Michigan House of Representatives members have introduced legislation that would
withhold COVID-19 recovery funding from K-12 school unless local health departments
are granted the authority to determine if in-person education and sports should occur.

REGION SIX

Vaccination Administration
e In El Paso, Texas, 5 buildings bought by the city with CARES Act funds and refurbished to
serve as COVID-19 clinics are currently not being used because city officials said they were
instructed by the state to give their COVID-19 vaccine allotments to one mega station. All
but one of them are fully functional.
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o According to the local news report, city officials and state officials are giving
conflicting information as to how and where should vaccines be distributed.

e In Lubbock, Texas, the Brownfield Regional Medical Center hosted its third drive-thru
vaccination clinic, and due to a lack of eligible people for vaccination, the staff vaccinated
others as well to prevent the vaccine lot from going to waste.

e Texas Department of State Health Services said that teachers are not yet classified as a
priority for the COVID-19 vaccine as of 2300 ET, January 27,

e In Corpus Christi, a second COVID-19 vaccine hub will open in the American Bank Center,
and it will be able to vaccinate up to 5,000 people daily (depending on the amount of
doses received).

e Dallas opened a new COVID-19 mass vaccination center today which is working by
appointment only for groups 1A and 1B. They plan to vaccinate 5,000 people in the drive-
thru vaccination site this week.

e Rio Grande Valley, Texas residents are concerned that the vaccine allocation for the
county will not reach the intended 9% of the population due to recent reports of people
crossing the border to get vaccinated.

Tribal
e The Cherokee Nation is building temporary structures on land in Sequoyah County for
COVID-19 patients who need to isolate. When the pandemic is over the land will be
converted to a hunting and fishing reserve for tribal citizens.

Public Health
e In Oklahoma, the attorney general’s office is attempting to return S2 million worth of
hydroxychloroquine purchased last year.
e 2 children in Fort Worth, Texas died of COVID-19 in recent days according to local media,
experts are concerned about a new strain of the virus possibly spreading faster in kids.

Community Mitigation
e 2 Medical professionals in Oklahoma are debunking myths about the COVID-19 vaccines
in response to misinformation circulating in the state.

REGION SEVEN

Supply Chain
e In lowa, state officials are investigating a COVID-19 testing site allegedly set up for a
private company connected to the governor’s list of donors.

Vaccination Administration
e In Missouri, local news reported that state lawmakers received the initial doses of COVID-
19 vaccine at an event intended for employees from the Missouri Department of Public
Safety and Department of Transportation.
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o Some state workers expressed their frustration with the news saying they feel
others should be prioritized.
e In Kansas, Riley County Emergency Operations Center moved its COVID-19 vaccination
clinic to CiCo Park due to concerns of parking and congestion.
e In Missouri, most of the City of Rolla Fire & Rescue will receive its second COVID-19
vaccine this week by Phelps Health.

Public Health
e Kansas officials are conducting tests to see if any new variants of COVID are causing an
outbreak at Winfield Correctional Facility where inmates regularly work in surrounding
communities.
o Over the past few weeks, the state has seen a drop in reported cases and deaths.

Two weeks leading up to the outbreak, there had not been any reported cases at
the prison.

REGION EIGHT

Vaccination Administration
e In Denver, Colorado the local grocery store, King Soopers acknowledged their mistake in
turning vaccine-eligible Colorado residents away based on their residency. Residents
expressed their frustrations to local media.

Vulnerable Populations

e Denver, Colorado is working to improve vaccination rates among the Latinx community.
Nonprofit Servicios de la Raza, with assistance from state and local partners, will host a
free drive-up vaccine drive Friday through Sunday. Their goal is to vaccinate 600 residents
70 and older, specifically the LatinX community.

o Also in Denver, Colorado the University of Colorado Hospital successfully
vaccinated 1,000 Colorado residents in a drive-through clinic at Coors Field last
weekend, the hospital will administer 10,000 doses of the vaccine total this
Saturday and Sunday.

e In Utah, the county of Salt Lake City is utilizing COVID-19 mobile health centers to deliver
vaccine doses to the most vulnerable and underserved people in the community. The
director described how the mobile health centers will target communities where a
language barrier makes it hard to communicate, or where lack of access to technology
makes it difficult to connect.

Public Health

e In Colorado Springs, Colorado residents are reportedly being turned away from vaccines
based on where they live, something that goes against state guidance.

Community Mitigation

This report is for official use only. Intended recipients are emergency management officials requiring information about the
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e In Denver, Colorado starting January 27, there are new policies at Union Station bus
concourse designed to protect RTD riders and employees. The policy includes prohibiting
people from lying or sitting on the floor, prohibiting eating in the bus concourse, and
limiting the number of people in the restrooms to two at a time.

REGION NINE

Vaccination Administration
e Blue Shield of California and Kaiser Permanente help ramp up the state's COVID-19
vaccine delivery system, speedily and equitably across the state of nearly 40 million
residents, after a frustratingly slow start.

Vulnerable Populations

e In California, seniors are experiencing difficulty navigating the state’s COVID-19 vaccine
rollout.

o Some are having trouble using the appointment system online or over the phone
and have visited vaccination sites in hopes of getting on an in-person waiting list.
Even if they do get an appointment, some providers use QR codes for admittance,
further challenging people who are not tech-savvy.

o Once at vaccination sites, there are reports of them having to endure long lines in
cold weather and no bathroom facilities.

o Five of the county-run mass vaccination sites are drive-through only, which
presents transportation issues getting to appointments for seniors who do not
have cars.

e In California, Los Angeles County reported significantly lower rate of vaccinations for
healthcare workers who live in the southern part of the city, home to large populations of
Black and Latino residents, compared with other regions.

e In California, while farm workers were deemed essential workers for the COVID-19
vaccine, the marijuana industry is not being given answers on their vaccine eligibility.
However, other states, like Maryland, have added marijuana workers to their lists.

e |n California, a walk-up COVID-19 vaccination site opened in East San at the Mexican
Heritage Plaza. The clinic is targeting the Latino population and communities of color.

Public Health
e |n California, the Los Angeles region is now in its fourth week of declining hospitalizations,
down to 50% of the high number of cases reported last week.
e In California, the San Diego Zoo reports eight gorillas infected with COVID-19, possibly
from their keeper who was diagnosed in early January.

REGION TEN

Supply Chain

This report is for official use only. Intended recipients are emergency management officials requiring information about the
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e In Prosser, Washington two COVID-19 vaccine clinics closed this week due to vaccine
reallocation, resulting in thousands of canceled appointments. The closure was
announced after the clinic received 100 vaccine doses this week compared to the 1,600
they received last week.

Vaccination Administration
e In Oregon, the governor said the state will send 17,000 additional COVID-19 vaccine doses
to the Portland area next week. This comes one day after tri-county health officers said
tens of thousands of health care workers may wait weeks or months to receive a COVID-
19 vaccine.

o Also, in Portland, Oregon local hospital groups confirmed to local media that they
were ordered by the Oregon Health Authority to administer most of the vaccine
doses arriving this week to educators, not healthcare workers.

o Today, in Portland, Oregon the governor ordered 32,000 doses of COVID-19
vaccines redirected to the Portland area instead of going to other parts of the
state. This came after news reports that health care workers in Multnomah,
Washington and Clackamas county were unable to be vaccinated because of a
shortage of doses.

e This week in Marysville, Washington, the Tulalip Tribe donated hundreds of its own
vaccines to Marysville educators. Tribal members told local media they had more doses
left after a majority of their tribal members had been vaccinated.

Vulnerable Populations
e In Portland, Oregon Portland State University Latinx students provide contact tracing and
COVID-19 vaccine outreach. A professor that designed the program states that poverty,
lack of education, lack of access to healthcare, stigma, discrimination is preventing the
Latinx community from receiving the vaccine.

Healthcare System Stress
e In Spokane, Washington health leaders are cracking down on non-residents who are
trying to cross state lines to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. This is due to the Spokane
Arena opening as a mass COVID-19 vaccination clinic on January 27™. Health officials said
anyone seeking a COVID-19 vaccine at one of four mass vaccination clinics must live or
work in Washington.

Public Health
e The governor of Washington visited the Clark County mass vaccination site today. The
state has gone from vaccinating about 13,000 per day to nearly 40,000 per day. According
to the governor the site is administering more than 700 vaccinations per day and is one of
four mass vaccination sites in the state.

TRADITIONAL MEDIA
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Response

Wednesday evening, national and trade publications reported on a FEMA draft document
planning to request at least 10,000 Department of Defense service members to assist
with vaccination efforts nationwide. (example 1, example 2)

o This morning, a Pentagon spokesperson confirmed the Department will review
and determine what assets can safely support the effort.

This morning, one U.S. senator from Hawaii lauded FEMA's recently approved $1.88
million in aid to cover costs of meals for individuals exposed to COVID-19 and high-risk
individuals with underlying health conditions.

One national radio outlet provided a state-by-state comparison of vaccine
administration, before highlighting the White House’s goal to acquire an additional 200
million doses and provide states more reliable projections of vaccine supply. The same
article notes West Virginia and North Dakota have most efficiently administered their
vaccine doses.

While CDC does not reportedly expect the U.K. variant of COVID-19 virus to jeopardize
vaccine reliability, there remains relatively less certainty regarding the South African
variant, which has now been detected in 28 states.

o Later this morning, two health professors from Columbia University and
University of Washington claimed that the country is in a ‘race against time’ to
ensure vaccine protection against new variants and stabilize manufacturing and
distribution channels.

o Although not focused on the U.S., one national outlet has reported that South
African mutations have spiked case and fatality counts faster than previous waves
of the virus.

Supply Chain

In South Carolina, the state’s house of representatives is reportedly ordering the
Department of Health to reallocate vaccine supply according to the state’s four regions
on a per capita basis, accounting for rural, underserved, and impoverished populations.
Some lawmakers opposed the decision, arguing the per capita model would not
accurately address rural community needs.

Cleveland Clinic has reportedly discovered that N95 masks supplied by a third-party
vendor are possibly counterfeit. The Clinic has admitted that the masks, used between
Nov. 20 and Jan. 25, were removed and replaced.

lowa’s Department of Health has reportedly shared concern that current vaccine supply
will not outlast Phase 1B. In light of shortages, the governor has prioritized individuals
at high-risk and above age 65 for vaccination.

Vulnerable Populations

In Massachusetts, elderly individuals are reportedly struggling to register for
appointments on the state-run website, for which the governor has urged patience

This report is for official use only. Intended recipients are emergency management officials requiring information about the
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during vaccine shortages. The governor was quoted in Wednesday’s press conference
stating Phase 2 will allow more residents to register for appointments.

e In St. James Parish, Louisiana, one hospital has established a call center and
transportation service to facilitate vaccination appointments and inoculation for those
with limited transportation access. The same article displays a statewide map, which
indicates central and southwest Louisiana have received least amount of vaccines per
capita.

Healthcare System Stress

¢ Ina development from yesterday, Overlake Medical Center in Bellevue, Washington
apologized for granting roughly 100 donors special access to receiving a vaccine. The
hospital’s CEO also admitted the current scheduling system, which recently crashed, was
not the best way to coordinate appointments.

e In Arizona, one editorial articulates that the state’s vaccine registration portal will fix a
bug that prevented secondary vaccine appointment registrations. The author also
mentions the state governor’s pressuring local vaccine providers who have not yet
administered 40% of supply to explain how they will reach 80% in next seven days.

Public Health

e County health departments in California report frustration over the state’s rollout plan.
As an example, Mercer County has received approximately 7,500 doses for roughly
287,000 residents, while Pasadena received over 22,000 vaccine doses for 140,000
residents. Mercer County’s public health director commented that it will take 5 years to
achieve 80% herd immunity in our community at the current vaccination rate.

e Stress levels among the public continue to rise, according to healthcare professionals. In
Tennessee, the McNabb Center’s director of nursing reportedly said the center’s call
volume for in-person visits, telehealth consults, and to the COVID-19 hotline have
increased significantly in recent months, indicating mass public uncertainty regarding
how soon individuals can be vaccinated.

e In light of new variant detections, one Harvard University professor reiterated White
House calls for the general public to wear N95 masks in order to slow infection spread. A
separate infectious disease physician has called for the federal government to release a
safety standard for available masks and call for ventilation in public spaces.

e In Pennsylvania, Philadelphia’s SEPTA transit system is reportedly launching the Mask
Force Philly initiative public awareness campaign, where ambassadors will distribute face
masks and hand sanitizer to riders. SEPTA reportedly admitted 90% of riders have
complied with health guidelines.

e In Wisconsin, the state assembly is expected to repeal the governor’s mask mandate,
which would also ‘jeopardize $49 million in federal good assistance for low-income
families—a contingency on the mask mandate.

Private Sector
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e Inanational article explaining the difficulty in quickly ramping up vaccine production,
Moderna and Pfizer have confirmed they have reliable raw material suppliers and are
working with the federal government to anticipate any ‘bottleneck concerns.’
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In remembrance of
Master Cpl. Sandy Rogers

Beshear:

spread

found i

¢ nEw, mare contaghous 5

Kingsdom and found recentl

further, Gov. Andy
\\\-dm day
“The waty this th
we should assume i's
these!

Beshear

anewsl

more contagions.

AIREN STANDARO FLEPHOTE:
Christie Lowe, a nurse with
Greenwood-based Self Region-
al Healthcare, gats acquainted

resident John
Morgan.ata free screening
event for COVID-19 at Sweet-
water Baptist Church.

S.C. passes
6,000 virus
deaths

BY LANDON STAMPER
Istamper@vikensiandusd com

Sauth Carolina health authori-
txanklene1 8 COVIE15
cases and three corans
ot deaths i Auhen Coniy 8a
Wisedsy

The dea

s oecurred between
and all of the victims

The $.C. Department of Health

and Environental Control con.

firmod atotal of 262

deaths acess the state Wedneslay.

Wednesday's death count pushes

thesitetomers han 600 et
30 South Carolinians have now

3 & = Gt o €D
B THS daa o
swust worobrensOkson | for the date offan
The USC Aiken men's reams tosk atthe C i Cheerlead: pie- 'DHEC announced Wednesdsy
the Pacers. For see page 1B,

S.C. House aims to rewrite vaccine a]]ocatlon plan

BY MICHELLELIU
Assaciatrd Press

COLUMBIA — South Caralina lawmak-
ers are vying to override the Department
«of Health and Environmental Contr
oard o an allos
“Any provider  tion plan meant w
v.e) bl ditribut
Who chaoses e states imited
not to follow ~ garonavicus vac
the state's The House gave
vaccine phase
quidelinesis Ty dibeet uw
creating chacs, '@ 5308 millina in

key approval
Wednesday to the
state surplus funds
frustration and o bolster 'ﬁ e state’s
confusion”  “Yhe tawmakers:
plan would direct
Brannon Traxler, fhe health depurt
Interim Director wal
of Public Health limited vac.
T cinesuppliesacross
fie state’s four re
‘gions on a per capita asis, requiring it to
fake into account factars sich a3 regioe's
rural and underserved arcis,

House Wi

Mlmdl ith, cent

Please sce VACCINE, page 57

during the House session on Wednesday
3 lan o aiter how COWD.18 vaccines are distributod n Sourt Caroin

walks thiough the chamber
m Colimbds T Homs v ey  ppvsil £

that South Carolina will start
recelving a 16% increase in the

his will take the weekly number
ofdoses receivesd from 62,600 doses
| e72s0 .

7 Asof Ja olina
has received 668,450 total doses
af QOVID- 18 vaccine and hss 5
‘mimistered 328801 of those. There
are currently 34109 vaccine ap.
polntments scheduled throughout
the ctate. Alken Regional Medical
Centers has received 1.965 dases of
the Pfizer vaccine and fas admin
istered 1892 of them

Please sce VIRUS, page SA

Numbers to
call for vaccine
appointments

DHEC Care Line:

B55-472-3432
Walmart, Edgefield Road

n Morth Augusta:
B03-613-3085

Coronavirus cases

as of Jan. 27
hiken Caunty cases - 10,388
Aiken County desths -

New strain
has likely

UK coronavirus variant
Kenton County

COVID-19 Tk aueties I the United

in Ken
tueky was detected in twa people fram
Kenton County but has Lkely spresd

said

: spreads, 1 think
moved beyond
individuals.” Besheor sald 01

fng.
‘Tl neew strais 0f 2 COVED-19, called
& variant, ks considered around 50%

hofficials have speculated the

AMIEAAD R OF 2

FACERO0K (0
e ——— THTTER oM bl 342 PUAITEEE TS
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Hiami Herald

THE VIRUS CRISIS

Dangerous
UK.
variant has
arrived in
South
Florida

= A more-contagious stral

‘virus that causes COVID-| m; u-

Miaei- Dacle ard Broward,

sccording to information frem the
Torida Department of Health.

After
fight
Loria
Jeter
Dade
Mian
millic
from
team
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Council OKs
distribution
warehouse

Enka project to bring 355 jobs

Joel Burgess sdhots Cusen Times
A TosaY HErWORK

ASHEVILLE - A warchouse wh  has
o Been st b had i jes to an
Amaaon dis er has gotten final approval

he Gty Connel
auralvotad an F6toapproveaoninglorthe
‘530 million distribution center near Enka Village

will generate $130,000 in annual city propesty taxes
and employ 355 but that ane coundil member erit

cized as not meeting long-term. Asheville goals.

“The Samet Corp., based in Greensboro, plans 10
build the 130,000-s(uare-foot center on the site of
the former A i plan, ocated betueen
‘Smokey Park Highway and Sand Hill Road. The cor
pany et e ol raorving the Wkere

Il clock tower American Enke erected in
Belon 15208

e

NC vaccine rollout
plan under fire

Some health care systems canceled appointments
after receiving no additional doses this week

Erian Gordon
USA TODAY NETWGR.

health offcials vecognized thelr recent decisions will
cause greater shortages In certain areas this weck:
By Jan. 25, the N.C. Department of Health and Hu
After dreceiv- provider in the
ing fw, iF any, new doses from the state, many local — state to give out thei entire supply of first doses.
health deportments and hospitals in North Carolina At a press bricfing Jan. 26 state health sectetary
are stmugling this woek 0 adri andy Cohen said this direc-
fster COVID-19 vaceines. e was made ae th federal
_

Commercial Industrial District to Commercial Ex-
tional Zone were Mayor Esther Man-
th, Sandra Kilgore,

See WAREHOUSE, Page 2B

Some NC school
districts begin
vaccinating
employees

Brian Gordon
US4 ToDAY HETWORK

With many Nerth Carolina teachers stil weeks, if
 month .

Bo
tice’ m.| g i sty

It undermines their trust
inus locally, and that is
probably the biggest loss
It undermtnes thle of aliefthi
locally, and st s probubly the  Kristan ichmand-Haovr
Biggost Io of al of this, Onslow oo Cory st e
County Health Director_Kisten
Kichmond-Hoover said. She estimated her depart-  plies.

after many haspitals and
mm. m..‘,..m adminis-
wered most of their doses, the
Tate dit wephnieh Lo wop.

&, public school
oty

e d
v, Divie County Senools will make

shots available 1o emplayees on Wednesday.
a challenging year for students and
teachers and parents, but we do feel that with the
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“Where the Sgerit of the Loed is. there is Bberty™ § COR. 317

IndyStar.

ADAMS STREET MASS SHOOTING

Weekly
vaccine
doses to
rise soon

State’s supply to jump
16% as more are eligible

3235

Thursday,
January 28, 2021

“pressherald.com

Dotaiks, A12

MASS VACCINATION CLINIC PLANNED IN BANGOR

Northern Light Health says it has partnered with Cross Insurance Center to open a site

on Tuesday, with t
By ERIC RUSSELL

Nerthern Light Health, one of
the state’s largest health care or-
ganizations, announced Wednes
day that it has partnered with the
Cross Insurance Center in Ban
goron a mass COVID-19 vaccina-

Toeday wih the godd o sk
Istering 00 doses on that day
and another 900 next Thursday.

The sie eventually wil be able ta

VOLLME 91 Mo ISR
‘LAY COMNECTED FRESNOREE COM

e ultimate goal of administering 2.000 doses daily. if supply allows.

vaccinations each day, i sup- hasbeen so kow
ply allows, Registration for next  “The smoller sites were a good
week's slols opened 4l 2 pm on  SlOpESp me:

Wodnesday and they were lled
In Jess than twe hours.
Several more large sealo vic-
cination sites are in the planning
stages. including one at Scarbor-
ough Downs, a5 the state looks ta
ns of Mainers

Already, health care arginiza
tions like Northern Light have
been conducting smaller vac

FACEBOOK COM,F3 SNOBEE
TWITTER COMFRESNOREE

inlo people’s
as possible 10 stop the spresd
of this deadly virus.”

ston, associate vice president
for Northern
said in a statement
shipments
Ing weeks and mealhs,
Insrance Centor site will allow
\uﬂhlrll IM{N Health 1o be
wel pos

NEWS AL DAY
YOUR Wax

Matt Mar

Light Pharmacy,
“As vaccine
Inerease in the com.

Cross

o axsist in the

THURSDAY JANUARY 28 2021

MAINE COVID-19

VACCINE TRACKER
15T DOSES GIVEN 92,498
Pescerd of 8+ popsdeion . 8%
WD DOSES GIVEN__28,700
Parcere of s ke 26%

CRCTS. Mars Crrto o Do
Control and 5. Covs Brvans

Meanwhile. the Malne Center
for Disease Coatrol and Proven:
tion_reloased additional demo
llrllpl\l: &Ial\ late Wedd lmMI

$200

W BRIEFINGS RESUME: Whie
House offers scbenng wamng
about projected death toll in
the next four woeks / AB
HGRADUAL STEPS: As
COVID-19 infaction rates
moderate. states cautiously

lift restrictions on some
businesses / A§

race and county of residence
the people who have received
vaccine shols.

e yac it
Pl

e

The Fresno Bee &

COVID-19 among top causes
of death in Fresno County

YT AN
Shechan s metis < om

The novel coronavius was
blamed for the deaths of 711
Fresno County residents in
2020, from the first
fatality from COVID-19 in April
through the end of the year.
That's more than the average
mumber of lives lost in Fresno
County to almost all leading
causes of death for the nine-
‘month period from 2016
through 2019, according te data

from the U.S. Centers for
Discase Control and the
National Center for Health
Statistics. Only heart discase
and cancer claimed more lives
on average between April and
December in that four year

span.
While the first va
against COVID-19 became
available on an emergency basis
in mid-December, the pace of
deaths from the coronavirus has
only accelerated in Fresno
County - 230 death certificates
recorded in December and mare

than 370 through the first 3%
weeks of

Just before Chrisimas, county
officials said the rising sumber
of deaths was forcing hospitals
and the county margue to bring
in refrigerated wailer units 1o
serve as lemporary morgue

As of Tuesday, the county’s
death toll from the coronavirus
stands at more than 1,080,

“It can be numbing just to see

this show acerual of
numbers” from COVID-
Fresno County interim bealth
oficer Dr. Rais Vohra said late
last week. “Obviously it's very
heartbreaking that we now have
passed this grim milestone of
1,000 deaths here in our coun-

1y,
Across the central San Joaquin

Valley - Fresno, Kings, Madera,

Mariposs, Merced and Tulare

counties - more than 2,300

e been lom 0 COVID19 1~

the pandemic.

DEADLIEST IN JANUARY

The number of coronavinis
deaths in Fresno County has
increased by more than half jus
since Jan. 1. In both December
and January, coronavirus ranks
as the leading cause of deaths
compared to averages for those
months - higher even than hear
discase and cancer

By contrast, influenza and

Pressed doubt about the severiy
of COVID-19 - claimed an April
December average of about 91
lives in 2016 through 2019.

The April-December averages
for the leading causes of death
in Fresno County in 2016-2019,
and COVID-19 in 2020, are:
s Hcar discases: 1,168

®Cancers: 998

@ COVID-19 (2020): 711

@ Accidents: 124

SEE COVID-19, 8/
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\accing-Seekers can cross state fing — in one direction

By Kam Ricume
Texarkana Gazette
TEXARKANA — Whether locals
can cross the state line to get 2
coronavirus vaccination depends
on which direction they are going.
Texas has no residency require-
ments for those whe receive a vac
cination in the state, o Arkansas
residents are free 0 seck their
shots o the Texas side.

Arkansas officials, however, have
asked providers in the state 1o
vaccinate only those who live or

“We have encouraped our vacei
nators to vaccinate Arkansas res:
dents or those living outside the
state but working in Arkansas. We
do encourage pharmacies. to fol.
low these guidelines and they can
check this when 2 patient sched:

ules an appointment o foins 2
waitlist” a spokesperson for the
Arkansas Department of Health
said via email

It was unclear Wodnesday wheth-
er the two Texarkana, Arkansas,
pharmacies now providing vacci
nations — College Hill Drug and
Walmart — are checking patienty’

cxidency
A teconded message sefers peo-

ple who call College Hill Drug to
its website for more information
about coronavirus vaccination,
The site does not answer whether
residency will be checked before
vaccinations are administered. But
an online form uscd o join the
pharmacy’s vaccination waiting list
roquires checking which Arkareas
county one lives in.

Walmart pharmacy staff could

not be reached for comment
Vedne

The Texarkana, Texas, and Bowic
County, Texas, governments would
not impose & residency require
ment for the vaccine even if they
could, 3 spokespersan for the
local emergency Jaint Operations
Center smaid. In December,
CHRISTUS St. Michacl Health

SHOT on Page 24

i The Times-Picawune

“NEWORLEANSADVOCATE

nola

HIGH 55
LOW 40
MORE ON 104 SEVEN DAYS » HOME DELIVERED » LOUISIANA OWNED mmn"
JARUARY 28, 2021
8th yoar, No. 169 $1.00

N.O. to ease coronavirus restrictions

Restaurant, gathering capacity expanded; indoor bar service remains banned

Y JESSICA WLLIAMS.

New Orlouns restasrasts can
doubie the numbeT of custor
o they e curpvesly allowed
and gathersngs of up 1o

to mdoor service
& Gras regaricss of whether
coromairus data would allow

ud ‘on the city daring the Carnival
Bat hars wil remain closcd  sesson.

throsgh Mar

Althosgh coromavius cases
Feman well sbone Sevels e
at some earlier poists is the

leaders sad the mproved sum:
hers affered » chance to make

st least  few simall changes fo

Directes De Jeanifer Avegno

Fecent weelks a8 New Orleans

medifed Phase I*
st bam. Priduy. In addition to

Pegmning

Festarants, other businesses.

tn<uding et

ail stores, gyms

Pastness restrctoes worked 1o get & hundie on the and saloas, will be allowed to
latest wave of the pandemic. move buck 1050% capucay
B which as of o Jan. 9 pesk was _[ieor
P d normaicy,” New o day. allowed peopie. and
Orleass Heaht Depastment cxtdone vt venors wad be 3

etail lowed 1o bost 2 peaple aver the

ieneacy

Kesidests had beet i
o boid gatherings larger than
that of 5 typical hecehadd i

o oot

resit, the cty will mene ta 3

Biesa Tidwell

saud v

and City Hall spokespersen

> e RESTRICTIONS, gy 54
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Frustration in Merced County
over state’s vaccine rollout

impeded by the state’s vaccine capita
rollout As an example, Nanyonjo-
o Dr. Rebeccs Nanyoajo-Kemp, Kemp noted the contrast be

e
e ] \I’(L::(Nwm !‘:‘N:\“"It:l:h w[ AR[ ON IRA(K gnk FWE YEARS TD R[n{H tween \h! rJ\ wn uvd the
e oy B o Soer. proch ‘LL”:,H.“..,!". wd HERD IMMUNITY, WHILE PASADENA STANDS vaccin -

1o wisssad  AT10 MONTHS

ived D Rebeccs Namyono-Kevps Merced County's publlc health
vd ac- direcior

thin among local public heakth
officials and elected leaders
alike

During the meeting the coun-
ty Department of Public Health o

Compared to the estimated  regions with more residents to
gl H‘!'\ hic COVID-19 m

287,000-plus county residents, rnum -c.m.z .|
Nanyompo-Kemp saxd the rum

e of doses received is “very
low.”

THuRSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2021

Vaccine rollout gets even rockier

Seniors
frustrated by
system, lack
of openings

By Amands Kaufman,
‘Shans

W very upsetting”

A vexing problem sulplus doses What to do and not do w1th shots

 0s Angeles Cime

o278 pesso THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2021 lnunms eom

Biden issues
bold orders on
climate change

WASHINGTON — Pres

Elders face a vaccine gantlet

Getting a shot is tougher for those who lack online skills, a
cellphone, reliable car or the stamina to wait outside for hours

What lifting of color zones means
ﬂ:rhmm hmﬂ:sd'“mﬂlq}

Cuowid seems to be ehbing in nursing homes
T WATN THE ORI m
P WTTH TR S0 A N e et T ST ) P R PR ey =

SAMCRLY FILLS FOMINTE
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Going brrr-tual

Watertorn Daily Times
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Family suspects foul play in death [##
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Essenuals honored

N.Y. will get
169% more
vaccine doses

Corvwr (e ys M) gu-veren
Vol ril n W e | et el

P
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The Providence

wary 28,2021 Vol CXCH, Mo, 151 | 02021 Published daily since 1829 | providencejournal
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lcom | WP @projo | F facebookcom/Providenceloumal | 53

IATCHDOG REPORT

LIFE APART

Next phase
of R.l. shots
starts today

rkulpwvsmwni

for vacel Cases in AL 113,009 (513
reparted Wednesday)

By Brian Amaral Wegative tests in RL: 2,316,295

‘Thie Providence journal
USATODAY NETWORK

(18511 reported Wednesday,

3.2% pasitive rate)

RLL COVID-related deaths: 2.115
The state on Thursday Is @ reported Wednesday)

expected to announce who Istanders

will get the next COVID shots ‘with COVID: 134 (50 in intensive

care)

Aok os schadte mmis

THE ROANOKE TIMES

(: MILD 52+ 33 roRecasT, 88 | THURSDAY, JANUARY 28,2021 | Roanoke, Virginia | roanoke.com

Northam:

Vaccine
help on
the way

Central website for
people to register
not yet ready

LA L
humma-mnnu-m Al

Virgin
Senate
censut
Chase

“Two-hour debate
with 249 vote to
Sen. Amanda Ch
censure resolutio

MRCHARL MARTT
Richmand Fimes Bisatch

The Citizen

Thelast
dance

Auburn’s Dance Hall Antigues clos

Dlrect representat

ck filmi

Bills LB’s future unclear

Milano to be a free agent. &

Ce, AMSNOWSHOWERS 208 rorecastas | THURSDAY, JANUARY 28,2021 | auburnpub.com

COVID-19

More nursing home deaths

Cayuga County Health
Department reports
four fatalities

FOBILAMINED e et
Even as active COVID-19 cases
and the positivity rate decreases in
Sayuga County, the worst of the
pandemic continues (o affect local
residents.

The Cayugs County Health De-
partment said four nursing home
residents died on Tuesday. Two
of the residents, a man in his 90s
and a man in his 705, had tested
positive for the virus and
hospitalized at the time of their

deaths. Two other mursing home

residents, 3 woman in her 905 and
aman i his 705, dledafter testing

positive for COVID-10

Mo other information was re-
beased by the bealth department,
The nursing home wasn't iden-
tified, but there have been 48
COVID-19 deaths at The Com-
mons on $t. Anthony in Auburm.
There is an outbreak at Auburmn
Rehabilitation and Nursing Cen-
tet, but no deaths have boen re -
ported,

Cayugs  County has 80
COVID-related deaths during
the pandemic, inchuding 56 in
Jamuiry. The previous record for

re  virus-related fatalities ina month

was 14 in December.

_ Thobealthdepartment reported
25 active cases and 1,512 people
by b quarantine, both of
which are at the lowest levels since
eatly Decernber. After the county
had 1,095 active cases on Jan. 7,
the number of
datory isolatio
for positive ca
over the Last fe
During that
positivity
1l

o
one case at a local corectional

Plese see BEATHS. Page &5

Cayuga County COVID- 16 cases and quarantned indvicuas.

L e

n

o o 1 s
»
1]

-3 X - th -
£
RORLRT WARBING. THE CITAEI

A chart showing the change in active COVID-I® cases and number of
people in quarantine in Cayuga County.
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Biden
rolls out
climate
policies
EARLY DIALOGUE WITH
MANCHIN PROMISING

Matthew Daby and
Knickmeyes sssocurin miss
WASHINGTON — In the maost
ambitious US. effort to stave
off the worst of climate change,
President J«r Hiden sigmed ex-
ecutive orders Wednesday to
tennisform the natlen’s heavily
Feaill-fisel powered sconceny in-
t0 a clean-burning ene, pausing
oil and gas loaskng on federal
land Ind Lllv‘llnz sabsidics for
those ind
Sen. Jm\ llnnrk;n D-WVa,
meceming Chairman of the Sen;
ate Energy and Natural 'Iir
sources Committee, said in o

with the senior senator from
West Virginia, and said. “This
exceutive srder will nst impaet
energy activity like driling or
permitting on existing leasce.”
“They informed mo they are
pauning new oal and gas leas
es on federnl lands in order lo
fully evaluste the state of
iom on current leases.” Mas-
chin sxid. Currently, 53 pmm:
of onshore ncres leased &
:‘rml of alfshore acres Juam]
we nn active production. It is
prudent to evalunte if Laxpayers
are receiving a fair return for
the use of their resources”
CLMATE - 138

W.Va. expects
more Covid
vaccine doses
next week

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
TO RAISE ALLOCATION

By Chates Boothe

BECKLEY, WEST VIRGINIA

REGISTER~HERALD.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2021 SINOLE COPY:

NEW RIVER DRIVE

RAIN HALTS REPAIRS

Mayor can't give an estimate of when road will reope

By Jessica Farrish 1 wGs o s

Rainfall nud molling ssow on New
River Drive temporarily halted
struction llll will further the dolay
-h off tho rosd, Beckley Mayar
prodil announced Wodnesday
ﬁluﬂr main shewors and warmer
temperatures on Sunday and Men-
day raised the water levels of a small
stream along New River Drive nnd
fooded a channel. Rappold wl-l on
vednesday that the channel m

dry for comnstruction o resunwe.

Proliminary Notional Weathor Ser-

wice records show o recond 152 inch-
es of rain foll in Bockley on Monday,
-I||Ic cln sdditianal 40 inchos foll on

T "ot almsant. s ichos tof valni)
i 21 hour,” said Rappold. “In addi-
rgghon s T sy nnd peo-
ple den't realize what that doos to the
comatruction project

REPAIRS - 124

' 4

New Rivor Drive Fas been closed 1o traffic since August after culverts running
Deneath the macheay caved and caused 4 dangerous. dip. The recest heavy ra
Nas halied constructon on rew cuherts,

GRASSROOTS EFFORT UNDERWAY
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