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ARMENIAThere have been over 420 
migrant fatalities in the 
Mediterranean in 2016, in 
addition to at least 3,770 
migrant fatalities  in 2015.

Since the Nov. 13 Paris 
attacks, France has 
implemented temporary 
border controls.

Asylum seekers and other 
migrants are arriving in Europe 
and encountering rapidly 
changing border controls as they 
seek transit through Europe. The 
EU is implementing its “hotspot” 
approach for new arrival 
registration in Italy and Greece. 
This is a snapshot of the situation 
based on available unclassified 
data as of March 4, 2016.

Migrant fatalities in the 
Mediterranean in 2015 and 2016, 
as of March 2, 2016

Identified European
Union hotspot

Temporary Schengen
border controls**

Border fences built††

Predominant migration
route*

Schengen country

Other migration route*

Border fences under construction††

Enhanced border controls
(non-Schengen)**

Proposed common
EU safe country of origin

COUNTRY

*Arrows do not reflect size of migration flows.
**Type of border control implemented varies by 
country.
†Limiting entry to Syrian and Iraqi nationals. 
Croatia also allows entry to Palestinians.
††Fences do not span entire borders.

As part of the European Agenda on Migration, 
the European Commission proposed in 
September 2015 to establish a common EU list of 
“safe countries of origin” defined in accordance 
with international and EU law.
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emergency relocation 
mechanism
In September 2015, the European 
Commission decided by majority vote 
to relocate 160,000 asylum seekers 
from Greece and Italy* to other 
European states over the next two 
years.

As of March 11, 2016, 19 Member States 
have made 6,945 of the pledged 
160,000 places available, and have 
relocated 368 of 39,600 asylum seekers 
from Italy and 569 of 66,400 asylum 
seekers from Greece.

Relocation pledges remaining

Relocation pledges made
into available places

*Sweden has asked to become a beneficiary of the 
relocation mechanism  to relocate Sweden asylum seekers, 
although numbers have not yet been determined. 

**The chart reflects 102,000 asylum seekers that Member 
States have so far agreed to relocate amongst themselves. 

Source:  European Commission

EU recognition rate 
for first time asylum 
applicants, Q4 2015*

*Relocation mechanism applies to nationals who 
have an average EU-wide asylum recognition 
rate equal to or higher than 75%. Currently, 
Syrians, Iraqis, and Eritreans fit these criteria. Syria
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Albania Demographic breakdown for 
top countries of origin by age and 
gender of first time asylum applicants, 
from Jan. through Dec. 2015.
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*65 and over category not discernable
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