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Consular Affairshasdevel oped ahighly penetrative security ink to be used exclusively for cancelling
nonimmigrant visas. Thisuniqueformulation, designated security ink #297, isspecialy desgnedto
penetrate TESLIN, the synthetic material used asthe basisof visafoilsissued sincelate 1993 until the
recent introduction of theLincolnVisa. Theink finally selected was chosen after extensivelaboratory
testing undertaken by boththe U.S. Secret Serviceand INS/FDL.

Upto now, there existed no genuinely effective meansfor cancelling avisapermanently short of destructive
methodsthat risked damaging the underlying passport page. To remedy this, CA commissioned the
manufacture of two typesof visacancellation stampsin conjunction with the new security ink, and they
arebeing distributed to visaissuing postsworldwide.
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: Thesestampswill be used to cance previoudy issued

CANCELLED visas, whether TESLIN or Lincoln MRVs, either
QN ERRNE X - idati
ORWNNANNNE S submitted for revaidation (CANCELLED WITHOUT

PREJUDICE) or detected asbeing forged, photo
subbed, or being fraudulently misused (CANCELLED
CANCELLED). Thepurposeof these cancellation
stampsisto reduce the number of potentially recyclable
visafoilsbeing diverted to visaforgersand vendors of
false documents. When gppliedtothefaceof avisa,
thisink quickly penetratesthrough themateria and
cannot beremoved or eradicated.

These productsare being pouched to visaissuing postsin kitsthat will
includeseverd pre-filled cancellation sampsand asupply of replacement

ink, accompanied by printedinstructionsfor proper refilling and maintenance.
Astheingtructionsindicate, it isimportant that no other ordinary ink beused

to refill these stamp devices, and that the specially label ed security ink isnot
used for purposes other than the permanent cancellation of U.S. visas.

Further instructions pertaining to thisproject (VISA CANCELLATION
STAMPPROJECT) will becommunicated to postsviaan upcoming ALDAC.

SECURITY NOTICE: Thenew security ink and stampsareenclosedina
granular packing material to absorbink in case of accidenta spillageintrangt.
Thismaterial posesno security or healthrisk.

Please makethisdert apermanent part of your fraud prevention resources. Please sharethisinformation
withyour staffs, U.S. andforeignairlineofficias, foreign consuls, and local law enforcement and immigration
officias, asappropriate.

Consuls: Please passto RSO, INS/DD/OIC, FAA/CASL O, and other mission offices, as
appropriate.
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