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(U) Fentanyl Analogues Not Resistant to Narcan® (Naloxone)  
 
(U) Contrary to recent news reporting, there are no fentanyl analogues resistant to Naloxone.  
News reports indicated a “new” fentanyl analogue, acrylfentanyl, was “extremely powerful” 
and implied it resisted Naloxone’s effects.1,2  However, acrylfentanyl binds to the same 
receptors within the human body as fentanyl, meaning correctly administered Naloxone is 
effective against it.  

 
— (U) Naloxone belongs to a category of drugs known as opioid antagonists.  Opioid 

antagonists reverse opioids’ effects by binding to the same opioid receptors in the 
human body as opioids.  If administered quickly and at a sufficient dose, Naloxone and 
other opioid antagonists are effective against all opioids—including fentanyl and its 
analogues—regardless of their potency, according to the National Heroin Coordination 
Group.3 
 

— (U) Acrylfentanyl is comparable in potency to other illicit fentanyl analogues.  Depending 
on dosage, acrylfentanyl may be more potent than fentanyl and can maintain its 
analgesic effects longer, according to the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and 
Drug Addiction.4,5 
 

— (U) Acrylfentanyl’s decades-long existence proves that it is not a new analogue, 
according to the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction.6 
 

 
 
(U) Reporting Notice:  This product was prepared by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 
Office of Intelligence and coordinated with the Office of National Drug Control Policy.  
Comments and queries may be directed to the Analytic Standards and Programs Division, 
Production Management Branch at: 
 

(U) Implications 
(U) The misbelief in a Naloxone-resistant fentanyl, particularly acrylfentanyl, will persist 
until media outlets, journalists, and the public learn more about the opioid-Naloxone 
relationship.  An abundance of accurate and legitimate information is available to the public 
on both fentanyl and acrylfentanyl.  The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration and the Bureau of Justice Assistance provide excellent overviews of opioids 
and Naloxone, respectively.7,8   
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(U) FEEDBACK:  For general comments or questions related to the dissemination of this 
document, please e-mail the CBP OI Production Management inbox at 
CBPOIProductionManagement@cbp.dhs.gov or call 202-325-3659. 
 

(U) Please participate in a brief customer feedback survey regarding this product.  Your 
feedback is important to our efforts to improve the quality and impact of our products on your 
mission.  Please scroll to the last page to find the form and then follow a few simple steps to 
complete and submit your response.  Thank you.  
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