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Introduction to Windows 7

Exploration of Windows 7
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Who Am I?

ÅChris Ard

ÅInvestigative Consultant

Å10 years at Microsoft

ÅDallas, TX

ÅMultiple Certs, MBA, CISSP, MCSE, XYZ, etc

Åchrisard@microsoft.com
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Available SKUs

ÅWindows 7 Starter

ÅWindows 7 Home Basic

ÅWindows 7 Home Premium

ÅWindows 7 Professional

ÅWindows 7 Enterprise

ÅWindows 7 Ultimate

ÅWindows Vista Starter

ÅWindows Vista Home 

Basic

ÅWindows Vista Home 

Premium

ÅWindows Vista Business

ÅWindows Vista 

Enterprise

ÅWindows Vista Ultimate
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Windows® 7 Enterprise

Windows® Ultimate
ÅñEnterpriseòprovides advanced data protection & information access for 

businesses that use IT as a strategy asset

ÅñUltimateò is the no-compromise SKU for technical enthusiasts

ÅñProfessionalò is the business-focused SKU for small and lower mid-
market companies and users who have networking, backup, and security 
needs and multiple PCs or servers

ÅñHome Premiumò is the standard consumerSKU, providing full 
functionality on the latest hardware, easy ways to connect, and a visually 
rich environment

ÅñHome Basicò is the SKU for value PCs in emerging markets, meant for 
accessing the internet and running basic productivity applications

ÅñStarterò is an entry-level OEM SKU for small form factor PCs in all 
markets

Windows 7 SKU Descriptions

Windows® 7 

Professional

Windows® 7 Home 

Premium

Windows® 7 

Home Basic

Windows® 7 

Starter

All Windows 7 versions are a super set of the version below with no trade off on features 

when you upgrade from one version to the next
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SKU / Features

ÅWindows 7 Starter

Entry-level OEM SKU in all markets 

for cost-conscious consumers.

ñStarterò PC.

ÅBroad application and device 
compatibility
ÅSafe, reliable, and supported
ÅAbility to join a HomeGroup
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SKU / Features

ÅWindows 7 Home 

Basic - Emerging market 

customers of value PCs 

who might otherwise 

choose Starter will 

choose Home Basic 

becauseé

ÅLive Thumbnail Previews & 
enhanced visual 
experience

ÅAdvanced networking 
support (ad-hoc wireless 
networks and internet 
connection sharing)

ÅNo hardware restrictions
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SKU / Features

ÅWindows 7 Home 

Premium

ÅAll features of Home 

Basic Plus:

ÅAero® Glass & advanced 

windows navigation

ÅEasy networking & sharing 

across all your PCs & 

devices

ÅEnhancements to Windows 

Media Center and media 

streaming, including Play 

To, and improved media 

format support 

ÅMulti-touch and improved 

handwriting recognition
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SKU / Features

ÅWindows 7 

Professional

ÅAbility to join a 

managed network with 

Domain Join

ÅProtect  data with 

advanced network 

backup and Encrypted 

File System

ÅPrint to the right printer 

at home or work with 

Location Aware Printing 
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SKU / Features

ÅWindows 7 Enterprise ÅBitLockerÊ data protection 

on internal and external 

drives

Å DirectAccess provides 

seamless connectivity to 

your corporate network. 

ÅDecrease time branch office 

workers wait to open file 

across the network with 

BranchCacheÊ.

ÅPrevent unauthorized 

software from running with 

AppLockerÊ.
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SKU / Features

ÅWindows Vista Ultimate

ÅUltimate gives users 

everything Windows 7 

has to offer by combining 

all of the features of 

Home Premium and 

Enterprise.

ÅMedia Center

ÅBitlocker

ÅEFS

ÅBackup/Restore

ÅDirectAccess Support

ÅMulti-Touch
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Fundamentally 

Secure Platform

Protect Users & 

Infrastructure

Streamlined User 

Account Control

Enhanced 

Auditing

Securing 

Anywhere 

Access

Windows 7 Security
Building upon the security foundations of Windows Vista.

Protect Data from 

Unauthorized 

Viewing

Network Access 

Protection

DirectAccessTM

AppLockerTM

Internet Explorer 8

Data Recovery

RMS

EFS

BitLocker


