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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
INTELLIGENCE BULLETIN 
Criminal Investigative Division 
 
 
12 December 2005 
 

 (U//LES)  Prison Gang Learns Arabic    
 

(U//LES) This Intelligence Bulletin addresses the standing Gang Intelligence Requirement Set 
Part I. B.1 and E.1. 
 
(U//LES) Recent law enforcement reporting indicates that Black Guerilla Family (BGF) 
members are using language training manuals to learn Arabic at Pelican Bay State Prison 
in Crescent City, California.  Both corrections officers and FBI cryptanalysts believe this 
will lead to inmates using Arabic to create secret codes to communicate.  This raises safety 
concerns for law enforcement officials who may come in contact with BGF associates using 
Arabic to conceal criminal activity.   
 
(U//LES) Corrections officers at Pelican Bay State Prison report that inmates are receiving 
Arabic language training manuals and instruction pamphlets written in Arabic on Muslim prayer 
and other religious edicts through the mail.  An inmate who serves as 
the prison’s interim imam has received some of the manuals and 
pamphlets and made them available to other prisoners in the prison 
library.  
 
(U//LES) Pelican Bay corrections officers believe BGF leadership is 
encouraging gang members to learn Arabic because of the influx of 
Arabic learning materials recently mailed to BGF members.  There is 
no indication that BGF members are learning Arabic to participate in                    
or make contact with Islamic terrorist groups.  Inmates have told 
corrections officers they are learning Arabic to “better understand the 
Qur’an.”                                                                                     
 
(U//LES) According to Pelican Bay corrections officers, the Islamic 
Center of Hawthorne, California, is sending some of the language 
training materials to the inmates.  Islamic International Publications, LTD                Figure 1 
publishes one of the religious pamphlets (See Figure 1). 
                                                                                  
(U//LES) Further corrections information from Pelican Bay reveals that BGF members are 
instructing friends and family outside prison to learn Arabic.  Currently, there are no corrections 
officers at Pelican Bay State Prison who can translate Arabic.  Personal mail and kites (notes sent 
from one prisoner to another) written in Arabic would be impossible for guards to understand 
without an Arabic speaker.                                 
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(U//LES) BGF has members nationwide in both state and federal prisons.  Pelican Bay State 
Prison houses approximately 30 BGF members.  Historically, BGF has used basic codes and 
ciphers to communicate.  As such, FBI cryptanalysts believe this change represents a move 
toward a more advanced technique, making it more difficult for corrections officers to detect.  
This has caused security concerns among corrections officers, whose safety depends, in part, on 
deciphering these messages.                                                                                                      
 
This Intelligence Bulletin was prepared by the Criminal Investigative Division of the FBI.  Comments and 
queries may be addressed to The National Gang Intelligence Center (NGIC) at (202) 324-6554. 
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FBI Customer Satisfaction Survey 
  

Return  to: NGIC, Room 3644, 935 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,  
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Marking Instructions:  Circle the     
appropriate response accordingly. 
 

1  Strongly Disagree 
2  Disagree  
3  Neither Agree or Disagree  
4  Agree 
5 Strongly Agree 
NA Not Applicable 

  
 

Product Title:  Gang Learns Arabic    ___________________________________________    
Product Date:   12 December 2005__________________________________________________________           
Customer:  _____________________________________________________________________________               
Intelligence Function/Investigative Program:    _________________________________________________ 

Quality  

1  2  3  4  5  NA  This product was delivered within established deadlines.  
 

1 2 3 4 5 NA The product was timely and relevant to your mission, programs, 
priorities or initiatives. 

1 2 3 4 5  The product was clear and logical in the presentation of information 
with supported judgments and conclusions. 

1 2 3 4 5  The product is reliable i.e., sources well documented and reputable. 

Value  

1 2 3 4 5 NA The product contributed to satisfying intelligence gaps or predicating 
cases or intelligence operations, especially in previously unknown 
areas. 

1 2 3 4 5 NA The product resulted in change in investigative or intelligence 
priorities and/or a shift from unaddressed to addressed work, or vice 
versa. 

1 2 3 4 5 NA The product resulted in more informed decisions concerning 
investigative or intelligence initiatives and/or resource allocation. 

1 2 3 4 5 NA The product identified new information associated with pending 
matters or offered insights into information that could change the 
working premise in a program or initiative. 

Dear Customer: 
Please take a moment and 
complete this survey to help 
evaluate the quality and value 
of FBI products.  Your response 
will help us to serve you more 
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Comments  

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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