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(U//FOUO) Possible Implications Regarding the
Death of Usama Bin Ladin

(U//FOUQO) The following information is being provided to you by the Department
of Homeland Security in coordination with the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

(U//FOUQO) The Intelligence Community (IC) assesses the death of al-Qa‘ida
leader Usama Bin Ladin could result in retaliatory attacks in the Homeland and
against US and Western interests overseas. Attacks might originate with al-
Qa'ida Core elements in the tribal areas of Pakistan, with one of their affiliates
overseas, and/or with individuals in the homeland sympathetic to the cause but
lacking a formal group association. We have no indications of advanced al-
Qa'‘ida Core plotting efforts in the Homeland, but the case of now-detained al-
Qa‘ida operative Najibullah Zazi—who, along with two associates, planned to
attack the New York City subway in 2009 using homemade explosives—
demonstrates that unidentified operatives could advance plotting in the
homeland.

(U//FOUQO) The IC lacks current insight into al-Qa‘ida’s selection of Homeland
targets, but as seen in previous al-Qaida Core plotting symbolic, economic, and
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transportation targets could be at risk. Small-arms attacks against soft targets,
which could be perceived as more achievable than other types of attacks, cannot
be ruled out.

(U//FOUO) Al-Qa‘ida affiliates may seek to accelerate plotting efforts in the
Homeland, particularly al-Qa’‘ida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), which has
attempted two Homeland attacks since December 2009. AQAP’s online
magazine, Inspire, also provides encouragement and instructions for individuals
in the Untied States to conduct attacks here without traveling overseas to receive
training or support.

(U//FOUO) Bin Ladin’s death may provide justification for radicalized individuals
in the United States to rapidly mobilize for attacks here. Although soft targets
will—as they have in the past—remain attractive to homegrown extremist, official
targets such as government installations, military personnel and facilities, and
senior government officials may gain greater prominence.

(U//FOUQO) Overseas, the strongest reaction is expected to be in South Asia but
will likely occur to differing degrees worldwide, including Europe. Other high-risk
regions include those where al-Qa'‘ida’s affiliates and allies have operational
strongholds, including the Middle East, Africa, and Southeast Asia.

(U//FOUO) IWW will continue to monitor these events and will provide more
information as it becomes available.
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(U) Reporting Notice:

(U) DHS encourages recipients of this document to report information concerning suspicious or criminal
activity to the local FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force and the State and Local fusion center. The DHS
National Operations Center (NOC) can be reached by telephone at 202-282-9685 or by e-mail at
NOC.Fusion@dhs.gov. For information affecting the private sector and critical infrastructure, contact the
National Infrastructure Coordinating Center (NICC), a sub-element of the NOC. The NICC can be reached
by telephone at 202-282-9201 or by e-mail at NICC@dhs.gov. The FBI regional phone numbers can be
found online at http://www.fbi.gov/contact/fo/fo.htm. When available, each report submitted should
include the date, time, location, type of activity, number of people and type of equipment used for the
activity, the name of the submitting company or organization, and a designated point of contact.
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