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Historical Lessons Learned
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Some Culture Questions

What is customary during greeting and departing (shake hands, kiss, and
bowing)?

What defines a community or neighborhood? For example: economic,
ethnic, tribal, religious, or political traits? Where are the neighborhood
boundaries?

What is the role of religious leaders within the society?
What civil and human rights do the populace hold most sacred?

How respected is military service in the culture? How are veterans
treated?

Do the people identify themselves with organizations or affiliations (tribes,
religions, ethnicity, provinces/regions, classes, occupations, and common
language)?

What are their favorite holidays, and how do they celebrate them? What
types of food do they eat during holidays and special occasions?

Who or what do people fear?
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Lessons Learned: Afghanistan

Figure 4.3
Insurgent Targets, 2002-2006
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Lessons Learned: Afghanistan

A Coalition Forces must be arrayed to protect the Afghan population!

A Operations must be WITH AFGHAN FORCES (Police and Army)!

A Coalition forces must live amongst the people to gain their confidence
and have success!
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L essons Learned: Afghanistan

A Leader Development: Empower subordinates with support of

Intelligence, logistics, guidance, & authority to execute operations.

A General purpose troops now fulfilling traditional Special Forces role.

I Junior leaders need freedom of action like Special Forces Troops

A All units need to be trained in Counterinsurgency before going into

theater, to include contractors.
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