
1
3rd Edition Jan 11



Purpose

To ensure that U.S. Army personnel have a relevant, 

comprehensive guide to help enhance cultural 

understanding; to use in capacity building and 

counterinsurgency operations while deployed in 

the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan.
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About This Book

The Smart Book contains information designed to 
ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ 
including history, politics, country data and 

statistics, and the military operational 
environment.  The Smart Book concludes with an 
overview of the culture of Afghanistan including 
religion, identity, behavior, communication and 
negotiation techniques, an overview of ethnic 
groups, a regional breakdown outlining each 

province, a language guide, and cultural proverbs, 
expressions and superstitions.
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Focus

ά²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
the Taliban that Afghan, US and coalition 
forces are here to safeguard the Afghan 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǿƛƴΦέ

- General David H. Petraeus
Commander, ISAF 

ά/ƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘέ
5 July 2010

The Washington Post 
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History Timeline
Å 334-326 BCE: !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǎǘǎ 

Establishes many trade centers in Afghanistan that include Kandahar and Herat

Å 30-248 CE: Kushan Empire 

The Kushans were great patrons of Buddhist art and culture; Bamiyan Buddha statues 

erected

Å 642 ς1187 CE: Islamic Conquest of Afghanistan

Resulting in the conversion of Afghanistan to Islam from the pre-invasion practices of 

Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Hinduism and other belief systems

Å 962 ς1186: Ghaznavid Dynasty 
A Persian dynasty of Turkic origins centered in Ghazni, brought in language (Dari) and a 
rich Persian culture to Afghanistan

Å 1219: Mongol Invasion

The Mongols devastated Afghanistan, killing the population of major city centers, 

causing the population to revert to an agrarian rural society

Å 1747-1826: Durrani Empire

This was the beginning of the modern Afghan State and the Pashtun ruling class10
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Great Afghan Conquests 

The Mongol Invasions

Anglo-Afghan Wars

Alexander The Great

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/BattleofIssus333BC-mosaic-detail1.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/63/Mohammad_Yaqub_Khan_with_British_officers_in_May_of_1879.jpg


History Timeline
Å 1839-1842: First Anglo-Afghan War 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ DŀƳŜέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ wǳǎǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŀǘ 
Britain in an effort to win power and dominance in the region; Britain occupies 
Afghanistan and uses it as a buffer to protect British India from Russian territory

Å 1878-1880: Second Anglo-Afghan War 

Afghans attempt to end British control of the country

Å 1893: British establish the Durand Line

This disputed border separating Afghanistan from British Indian territories would 
eventually lead to strained relationships between Afghanistan and the new state of 
Pakistan; Durand line designed with the defense of India in mind

Å 1919: Third Anglo-Afghan War

After which Afghanistan gains full independence from Britain

Å 1919 ς1929:  The Kingdom of Afghanistan

YƛƴƎ !ƳŀƴǳƭƭŀƘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ-standing isolation and develop 

diplomatic relationships with most major countries; slavery abolished in 1923

Å 1973: Republic of Afghanistan

Monarchy abolished; establishment of a republic
12



Afghan-Soviet War

Soviet Losses:

14,553 Dead

53,753 Wounded

Afghan Losses: 

1 Million Afghans killed

5 Million fled country

2 Million IDPs 
(Internally Displaced Persons) 

During the 1980s, one out of two 

refugees in the world was an Afghan

Soviet Occupation 

Dec 1979 ïFeb 1989
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History Timeline
Å 1978: Coup by communists backed directly by Soviet Union

Å 1979: Soviets invade, install pro-Moscow government

Å 1980s: Anti-Soviet jihad fought by the Mujahedeen

Å 1989: Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan

Å 1992: Last Communist regime falls; Mujahideen forces vie for 
power and factional infighting begins

Å 1994: Civil war intensifies; 70% of country destroyed; Taliban rise 
to power

Å 1996: Taliban capture Kabul and declare Islamic Emirate; Osama 
bin Laden relocates to Afghanistan

Å 1996 ς2001:  9Ǌŀ ƻŦ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ άLǎƭŀƳƛŎ 9ƳƛǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴέΤ  ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ [ŀǿ

Å 1998: U.S. cruise missiles strike an Al Qaeda terrorist training 
complex in Afghanistan
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History Timeline
ÅSep 2001: Northern Alliance leader Ahmad Shah 

Masood killed by Al Qaeda; who made Afghanistan 
their base and subsequently attacks World Trade 
Center and Pentagon

ÅOct 2001: Coalition forces begin air and ground 
operations in Afghanistan, support to Northern 
Alliance

ÅNov 2001: Northern Alliance captures Kabul

ÅDec 2001: Taliban fall from power; Bonn Agreement 
establishes Afghan Interim Administration with 
Hamid Karzai elected as chairman
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ÅJun 2002: Hamid Karzai becomes interim President

Å2002-2003:  International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF) forces responsible for Kabul 

ÅAug 2003:  NATO assumes command of ISAF 

ÅJan 2004:  NATO/ISAF assumes responsibility for 
Northern Afghanistan and begins gradual transition 
of responsibility from the US led coalition
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Banned by the Taliban
Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue and Suppression of Vice (PVSV)

Å Firecrackers
Å Nail Polish
Å Christmas Cards
Å Lobster
Å Music
Å Hanging pictures in Home
Å Beard Trimming
Å Statues
Å Wine/Alcohol 
Å Kite Flying
Å Stuffed Animals
Å Computers
Å Sewing Catalogs
Å Clapping During Sporting Events

Å Education for Women
Å Satellite Dishes
Å Movies
Å Dancing
Å Western Haircuts

άLƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ tŀǎƘǘǳƴ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ŎƻŘŜǎέ
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United States in Afghanistan

ANA Soldiers in Khost, 2007

Operation Mountain Fire, 2009

A 10th Mountain Soldier in Nuristan

Delivering humanitarian aid in Paktia, 2009

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cf/10th.mtn.afghnistan.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/eb/ANA_soldiers_preparing_to_board_a_Black_Hawk_helicopter_in_Khost_Province_of_Afghanistan.jpg


History Timeline

Å Jan 2004: New constitution introduced

ÅOct 2004: Presidential elections, Karzai elected

ÅOct 2006: NATO assumes responsibility for security across 
Afghanistan

Å Jul 2007: Former King Zahir Shah dies

Å Aug 2007: Opium production soars to a record high, according to 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

ÅNov 2009: President Karzai sworn in for second term amid 
controversy and accusations of ballot stuffing   

ÅDec 2009:  President Obama to increase troop strength in 
Afghanistan from 68,000 to 100,000

Å Jan 2010:  ¢ŀƭƛōŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ά/ƻŘŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘέ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ 
reduce civilian casualties, soften their image, and win allies     
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POLITICAL
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FLAGOFAFGHANISTAN

Å Blackstands for the time period of 1839-1919 when the 
Afghans fought three wars of independence against the British 
Empire

ÅRedrepresents blood, sacrifice, and the continuous challenge 
of the people to overcome hardship

ÅGreenis the color of Islam, symbolizes peace, and hope for the 
future.

The writing on the flag emphasizes the importance of Islam by 
ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎΥ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ DƻŘ ōǳǘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ 

ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘέ

The mosque with the mihrab is from seal of Abdur Rahman Khan, 
added by Habibullah Khan (who ruled 1901-1919).
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POLITICALMAP
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AFGHANPROVINCESANDDISTRICTS

!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ оп ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ 
into 397 districts in 2004 compared to 325 

districts that existed prior to 1979. 
Currently, the Afghan Ministry of Interior 

(MoI) recognizes 398 districts.  As 
Afghanistan continues to organize itself, 

this number may change over time.
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POLITICALSTRUCTURE
ÅExecutive τPresident is head of both state and 

government
Å tǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ 

34 provinces appointed by the president

ÅLegislative τNational Assembly consists of two 
houses:
Å Lower- Wolesi Jirga(the House of the People)

Å Responsibility for making and ratifying 
laws and approving the actions of the 
president

Å Upper- Meshrano Jirga(the House of Elders)
Å Advisory role with veto power
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ÅJudicialτSupreme Court

Å All justices (nine, including Chief 
Justice) appointed by the 
president and approved by the 
Wolesi Jirga

Å Subordinate by high courts and 
appeals courts

Afghan Parliament Building

Inauguration, Hamid Karzai, 2004

Election Billboard, Kandahar

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8c/Afghan_presidential_election,_2009_poster_4.jpg


President of Afghanistan and Cabinet

1st Vice President

2nd Vice President

Minister of Interior

Minister of Agriculture

Minister of Counternarcotics

Minister of Borders and

Tribal Affairs

Minister of Commerce

Minister of Communications

Minister of Economy

Minister of Hajj and Islamic

Affairs 

Minister of Education

Minister of Finance

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Minister of Culture and

Youth Affairs

Senior Minister in the Cabinet

Minister of Justice

Minister of Work, Social

Affairs, Martyrs, and Disabled

Minister of Mines

Minister of Public Health

Minister of Public Works

Minister of Rural

Rehabilitation and Development

Minister of Transportation and

Aviation

Minister of Urban Development

Minister of Water & Energy

Minister of Womenôs Affairs

Director, National Directorate

of Security

National Security Advisor

President

Hamid Karzai

Minister of Defense

Minister of Higher Education Minister of Refugees

Governor, Central Bank

Ambassador to the US

Permanent Rep to the UN
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Hamid Karzai

President

Mohammad Fahim

1st Vice President
Karim Khalili

2nd Vice President 

Abdul Raheem Wardak

Minister of Defense 

Zarar Ahmad Moqbel 

Counter Narcotics 

Dr. Zalmai Rassoul

Foreign Affairs Minister Minister of Interior 
Directorate of Security 



Provincial Governors

Badakhshan 

Baz Mohammad Ahmadi

Balkh

Atta Mohammad Noor

Faryab

Abdul Haq Shafaq

Herat

Ahmad Yusef Nuristani

Kapisa

Khoja Ghulam Ghous Abubaker

Laghman

Lutfallah Mashal

Nuristan

Jamaluddin Badre

Parwan 

Abdul Basir Salangi

Jowzjan 

Mohammad Hashim Zareh

Khost

Tahr Khan Sabari (Acting)

Logar

General Abdurrahman

Paktia

Juma Khan Hamdard

Samangan

Qazi Enayat Enayatullah

Ghazni 

Dr. Muhammad Osman Osmani 

Kabul

Haji Din Mohammad

Kunar

Syed Fazal Ullah Wahedi

Nangarhar 

Gul Agha Sherzai

Paktika 

Abdul Quyum Katawazy

Sar-i Pol 

Sayed Iqbal Munib

Kandahar 

Tooryalai Wesa

Kunduz

Mohammad Omar Sulaimoni

Nimroz

Ghulam Dastageer Azad

Panjshir

Bahlul Bahij

Takhar 

Abdul Latif Ibrahimi

Daykundi 

Sultan Ali Rozgani

Badghis

Mohammad Ashraf Nasseri

President

Hamid Karzai

Bamiyan

Habiba Sorabi

Ghor 

Baz Mohammad Ahmadi

Helmand

Mohammad Gulab Mangal

Baghlan 

Mohammed Akbar Barakzai

Farah

Rohul Amin

Uruzgan

Asadullah Hamdam
Wardark

Mohammad Halim Fidai As of 7 JAN 10Zabul

Del Bar Jan Arman



Kunar

Syed Fazal Ullah Wahedi

Ghazni 

Dr. Osman Osmani 

Nangarhar 

Gul Agha Sherzai

Badakhshan 

Baz Mohammad 

Ahmadi

Balkh

Atta Mohammad Noor

Farah

Rohul Amin

Bamiyan

Habiba Sorabi

Kapisa

Khoja Ghulam 

Ghous Abubaker

Kunar

Syed Fazal Ullah 

Wahedi

Wardark

Mohammad Halim Fidai

Nuristan

Jamaluddin Badre
Paktia

Juma Khan Hamdard

Herat

Ahmad Yusef Nuristani

Helmand

Mohammad Gulab Mangal

Kandahar 

Tooryalai Wesa

Kabul

Dr. Zabi Mujaddydi

Badghis

Mohammad Ashraf

Nasseri

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gul_Agha.jpg
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nps.edu/Programs/CCs/Ghor/Baz_Mohammad_Ahmadi.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.nps.edu/Programs/CCs/Ghor/Ghor.html&usg=__skOyUu5Oo94lq5jiUA0DpZaMNq0=&h=147&w=136&sz=5&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=PWNt_UnLH3EHJM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=88&prev=/images?q=Baz+Mohammad+Ahmadi&hl=en&sa=N&um=1
http://www.nato.int/isaf/media/photo/2007/071212a/images/071212.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_0iqHEpvYQGM/R9zKm51n4XI/AAAAAAAAAFg/wu2yVc8Lyuw/s1600-h/IMG_5312.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Juma_Khan_Hamdard.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Provincial_Reconstruction_Team_Herat.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tooryalai_Wesa.jpg
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LOCATIONANDBORDERINGCOUNTRIES

Location:
SouthCentral Asia, 
north and west of 
Pakistan, east of Iran

Border Countries:    
ÅChina
ÅIran
ÅPakistan
ÅTajikistan
ÅTurkmenistan
ÅUzbekistan
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COMPARATIVEAREA
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Area: 652,230 sq. km
(slightly smaller than Texas)



SOCIALSTATISTICS

Population:

28.396 Million (2009 est.)

0-14 years: 44.5% 

(male 7,664,670/female 7,300,446)

15-64 years: 53% 

(male 9,147,846/female 8,679,800)

65 years and over: 2.4% 

(male 394,572/female 422,603) (2009 est.)

Total Fertility Rate:

6.53 children born/woman

Under-5 Mortality:

(m/f) 232/237 per 1000

Life Expectancy at Birth:

Total population: 44.64 yrs

Male: 44.47 yrs

Female: 44.81 yrs (2009 est.)

Literacy:

Age 15 and over can read and write

total pop.: 28.1%

male: 43.1%

female: 12.6% (2000 est.)

Average education years

total: 8 years

male: 11 years

female: 4 years (2004)

Percentage of population using improved 

drinking-water sources, 2006, total: 20%

GDP per capita: $700 (2008 est.)

Labor force: 15 million (2004 est.)

Unemployment Rate: 40%

Urban Population: 24% of total population
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ECONOMYOVERVIEW
Å Wheat and cereal production along with fruit and nuts have long been Afghanistan's 

traditional agricultural mainstays 

Å Afghanistan is poor, landlocked, and dependent on foreign aid

Å There is a shortage of housing, clean water, electricity, medical care, and jobs

Å Other challenges include corruption and a huge illicit opium trade

Å Agriculture: 80%, Industry: 10%, Services: 10% (2004 est.)

Å Afghanistan has a wealth of natural resources to include:  natural gas, petroleum, 
oil, marble, gold, copper, chromate, talc, barites, sulfur, lead, zinc, iron ore, and salt

Å Exploration indicates abundant deposits of precious and semi precious gemstones, 
including emerald, ruby, sapphire, garnet, lapis, kunzite, spinel, tourmaline, and 
peridot; most mining and exportation of these precious and semi precious gems are 
illegal.

Å LƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŘŜŦƻǊŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǘƛƳōŜǊ 
industry and has left much of the once forested areas barren  

Å Afghan hand woven rugs are one of the more popular exports along with leather, 
furs, and hand crafted replica antiques

Å Overall the economy of Afghanistan has improved significantly since 2002 due to 
the infusion of billions of US dollars and international aid

Å Exchange rate: 1 $US = 50 Afghanis (AFs) 
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ECONOMYOVERVIEWCONT.

Å !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǿŜŀƪ ŀǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
generate sufficient personal incomes, to sustain an effective public sector or to 
finance its wide-ranging imports of finished goods and services.

Å In addition to the continuing problems of security, low employment, poor labor 
productivity, a lack of capital and poor capital productivity, a lack of a 
comprehensive set of policies to encourage entrepreneurship requires special 
attention to turn the tide to encouraging.

Å The Afghan economy has historically remained mostly agricultural in spite of the 
fact the country is only 12% arable and less than 6% is cultivated; there is almost no 
use of modern farming techniques to include: the use of farm equipment, chemical 
fertilizer, or pesticides; (although Northern Afghanistan has established a couple of 
such facilities)  irrigation is primitive and totally dependent on the winter snows and 
seasonal rainfall; fruit and nuts exports average around $115 million a year but 
could easily be ten times that amount with an appropriate investment.

Å !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƘƛƴŘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ  
the ability of the Afghan government to extend its reach throughout the country 
poses the biggest threat to future economic growth; illicit opium production and 
ǘǊŀŘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜǎ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ о ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ YŀōǳƭΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
policy concerns.

35



Afghanistan also has significant deposits of 
copper, iron ore, niobium, cobalt, gold, 
molybdenum, silver and aluminum, as well 
as sources of fluorspar, beryllium, lithium 
and other resources, according to research 
ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ōȅ .ǊƛƴƪƭŜȅΩǎ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊŎŜΦ [ƛǘƘƛǳƳ 
and fossil fuels are not included in the $1 
trillion estimate.
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AFGHANISTANΩSSUBSISTENCEECONOMY

An ISAF unit in a relatively 
permissive area had a difficult 
time maneuvering large 
vehicles along a road because 
it was lined with fruit trees. To 
improve mobility, the unit had 
the trees cut down. Many 
people in the village had their 
livelihoods destroyed. IEDs 
began appearing along the 
road shortly thereafter.
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ñWe must demonstrate to the 

people and to the Taliban that 

Afghan, US and coalition forces 

are here to safeguard the 

Afghan people, and that we are 

in this to win.ò

-General David H. Petraeus

Commander, ISAF 
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Following Afghan Custom
In an Afghan village, in Paktia, U.S. 

troops mistakenly killed two 

pregnant women and three other 

innocent civilians.  As a result a 

remarkable scene played out 

between an aggrieved father and the 

most senior special operations 

officer in the United States military.

Vice Admiral William McRaven, of the 

Joint Special Operations Command,  

showed up with two sheep. 

The sheep were offered for sacrifice, 

as part of an Afghan custom for 

forgiveness. 

In the Afghan code followed by 

southeastern Afghans, offering two 

sheep is the equivalent of begging 

for forgiveness.

"I came here today to send my 

condolences to you and to your 

family and to your friends.  I also 

came today to ask your forgiveness 

for these terrible tragedies." 

The father accepted McRaven's 

apology by saying, ñThank you very 

much. We will not keep anything in 

our heart against you.'" 
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HISTORYOFEDUCATION

Currently, the Ministry of Education reports 5.4 

million children (35% girls) are enrolled in 

schools.  Despite efforts by the Taliban to burn 

and shut down schools, more Afghans attend 

school now than anytime in modern history. 

Following is the picture of the first Afghan girl in 

2002. Photo: courtesy of Yasin Khosti

Archeological artifacts, monuments and 

traditions point to the earlier existence of 

education in Afghanistan.  Schools were a 

mixture of traditional Masjid schooling and 

Western education.  King Amanullah sent the 

first group of women to Turkey to be educated 

in 1919.  In 1921, the first girlsô school opened. 

Article 68 of the first constitution made 

elementary education compulsory.  From 1927 

to 1956 the number of elementary schools rose 

with enrollment reaching 121,000 students.  

These included co-ed elementary schools.  

Many high schools were also built in the 1950ôs 

and 1960ôs with the expertise and financial 

assistance of foreign countries, including the 

United States, France, and Germany. Dari and 

Pashtu were used as the medium of instruction.  

Kabul University opened in 1946 with many 

departments including Medicine, Law, Sciences, 

etc.

The branch of the Faculty of Medicine in 

Jalalabad was promoted to a university.  



MILITARYOPERATIONAL

ENVIRONMENT
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TERRAIN& MAJORLINESOF

COMMUNICATIONSBYISAF RC
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