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         Key Findings 

• HAMAS, a terrorist group based in the Gaza Strip, West Bank and Syria, draws financial 
backing from supporters and sympathizers in New Jersey. 

• HAMAS has no known operational capabilities in New Jersey.  

• HAMAS supporters engage in both legal and illegal methods of fundraising in New 
Jersey and globally. 

• Pro-HAMAS propaganda being disseminated in New Jersey could spur violence by local 
“homegrown” or “lone wolf” extremists. 

Background 

The Palestinian statehood issue remains a popular and unifying cause throughout the Arab and 
Islamic world, and a high agenda item for militant jihadists. HAMAS is one of the principal 
terrorist groups involved in this conflict and uses violence in the form of terrorism to further its 
cause.    The organization has long been designated by the US Department of State as a terrorist 
group. According to the State Department’s 2007 “Country Reports on Terrorism,” HAMAS 
receives funding from Iran, sympathetic supporters in Arab countries, and from the Palestinian 
diaspora around the world, including in the United States.i   

HAMAS, acronymic for Harakat Al-Muqawama Al-Islamia, which translates in English as the 
Islamic Resistance Movement, is the Palestinian branch of the Muslim Brotherhood (Ikhwan).ii  
It was founded in 1987 by Sheik Ahmad Yasin and considers itself a “nationalistic religious” 
movement.iii  HAMAS’ basic tenets include liberating all of pre-Israel “Palestine” through jihad 
and imposing rule by Shari’a (Islamic) law.iv  Over the years, the group has firmly embedded 
itself amongst the Palestinian people, providing them with basic social services and leading the 
military charge against Israel, both efforts which have earned HAMAS a strong indigenous 
constituency and group longevity. According to the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, HAMAS 
has carried out over 400 terrorist attacks against Israel, including over 50 suicide bombings, 
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which have resulted in approximately 400 killed and over 2,000 wounded since the beginning of 
the second Intifada in September 2000.v   

In 2002, following a wave of suicide attacks against Israel by Palestinians, including HAMAS, 
Israel began an anti-terrorist incursion and an initiative to erect a physical separation barrier 
along the border between Israel and the West Bank.  In early July 2008, Israel began more 
intensive efforts to close down HAMAS interests in the West Bank area, such as charities and 
stores that were being used as front organizations to raise funds.vi  

Although HAMAS maintains a presence in the West Bank, the Gaza Strip continues to be the 
HAMAS stronghold. On September 11, 2005, Israel officially completed its withdrawal from 
Gaza, relocating over 8,500 Gazan settlers and ending its military presence there.vii  By January 
2006, HAMAS had won 76 of the 132 seats in the Palestinian Parliament.viii  An uneasy coalition 
with the Palestinian group FATAH degenerated into internal strife and HAMAS took complete 
military and political control of Gaza. The reaction to this turn of events gave rise to an 
international boycott against the group. In the meantime, as recently as April of this year, 
HAMAS was reported to be in the middle of the “most significant military buildup in its 
history…”ix  Since June 6, 2008, Israel and HAMAS have agreed on a temporary truce, though 
reports indicate it might not last much longer. 

HAMAS Sympathizers in New Jersey 

New Jersey has a presence of HAMAS sympathizers. Nationally, the Palestinian population in 
the United States is conservatively estimated at more than 72,000. Approximately 4,000 of those 
live in New Jersey, with the largest number residing in Passaic County (est. at 1241), some of 
whom support HAMAS. x  These figures reflect only those who participated in the 2000 census 
and the actual Palestinian population in the region probably is higher. In addition, interest in the 
ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict draws the concern of members of the broader Arab 
population in New Jersey, some of whom support the Palestinian cause, including HAMAS.   

Support for HAMAS in New Jersey has manifested itself in several ways.  The group’s backers 
have employed legitimate means of gaining support, such as spreading propaganda and 
promoting the cause intellectually through public gatherings and use of the Internet.  In addition, 
HAMAS activists have raised funds through charities, such as the Holy Land Foundation (HLF), 
which was identified by the federal government in 2001 as having funneled millions of dollars to 
HAMAS for material and logistical support purposes. HLF’s assets were frozen by the US 
Treasury Department in December 2001, and several of its members have since been indicted. 
HLF had an office in New Jersey.xi  Globally, HAMAS is known to engage in criminal activity, 
such as drug and counterfeit goods trafficking.xii  While it is not clear how much money 
HAMAS raises through these means, it has been estimated to be in the millions. It is possible 
that HAMAS sympathizers in this region may also engage in such activity on the part of 
HAMAS.   
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HAMAS supporters in this region may also be taking active leadership roles in their 
communities. A prominent example is Imam Mohammad Qatanani, who was well regarded in 
the local Palestinian community.  Now, Qatanani is fighting deportation on the grounds that 
when he initially applied for U.S. citizenship in 1999, he may have misrepresented his ties to 
HAMAS. Israeli officials have presented a confession from Qatanani in which he admitted to 
being a member of HAMAS.xiii Questions regarding the Qatanani case are illustrative of the need 
to increase our intelligence collection vis-à-vis HAMAS, its supporters and presence in New 
Jersey. 

Outlook 

HAMAS supporters in New Jersey will continue to send funds to the group to bankroll both its 
military and social efforts in the Palestinian territories, possibly in increasing volumes in response 
to a deteriorating situation in the Middle East. These funds will likely be processed through 
“humanitarian” organizations run by or sympathetic to—but not directly connected with—
HAMAS.  Most of these funds will likely be used for weapons procurement, which appears to be 
HAMAS’ top priority over and above the group’s social service programs, which will thus likely 
get a smaller proportion of the incoming monies.  

In light of the US Government’s failure to win clear criminal convictions against individuals who 
have been prosecuted for supporting HAMAS in the past, including HLF, the group’s backers will 
likely become more creative and sophisticated in their future fundraising efforts in New Jersey. 

HAMAS supporters will also continue to focus on recruiting and disseminating propaganda.  As 
stated in the organization’s charter, HAMAS intends to target intellectual classes and youth 
groups through education, the media, and religious centers.  The organization also intends to 
continue focusing its efforts on the general Muslim population that it considers to be an integral 
part of its community (ulama).xiv  As HAMAS’ propaganda continues to spread locally, it could 
inspire and possibly spur a “homegrown” or “lone wolf” extremist to violence in New Jersey. 

Currently, as a group, HAMAS does not appear to have the operational capacity or intent to 
engage in violent terrorist activities in the United States. The organization believes all Muslim 
lands should be liberated, but its primary cause remains “Palestine.”xv  Further, HAMAS 
leadership in the Middle East may believe that it does not serve the organization’s interests to 
directly confront the United States.  However, the group could lend assistance to other terrorist 
organizations and countries with which it has strong relationships, such as Hizballah and Iran, in 
perpetrating terrorist attacks against US or Israeli interests.  Even in a support role, though, it is 
unlikely that HAMAS would engage in any direct attacks on the Homeland.   
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Endnotes 
 

                                                            
i U.S. Department’s “Country Reports on Terrorism – 2006”   http://www.state.gov/s/ct/rls/crt/2006/82738.htm 
ii HAMAS CHARTER: http://www.fas.org/irp/world/para/docs/880818.htm 
iii Ibid 
iv Ibid 
v http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Terrorism-+Obstacle+to+Peace/Terror+Groups/Hamas+terror+attacks+22-Mar-2004.htm 
vi http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080708/ap_on_re_mi_ea/israel_palestinians 
vii http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/4235768.stm 
viii http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/26/AR2006012600372.html  
ix “HAMAS in Largest Arms Buildup Yet, Israeli Study Says” by Ethan Bronner New York Times, 4/10/08 
x http://www.census.gov/prod/2003pubs/c2kbr-23.pdf  
xi http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2001/12/20011204-8.html  
xii “HAMAS: Politics, Charity, and Terrorism in the Service of Jihad” by Matthew Levitt  2006, pg 70 
xiii“Imam facing deportation allegedly confessed Hamas link” by David Porter, AP 4/25/08: 
http://www.nj.com/newsflash/index.ssf?/base/news-31/1209137641119370.xml&storylist=jersey    
xiv HAMAS CHARTER 
xv HAMAS CHARTER 
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Please complete the attached survey so that we can continue to serve your needs.  

 
 

For further information on this or other OHSP analytical products,  
please contact the OHSP Intelligence Bureau at  

OHSPINTEL@ohsp.state.nj.us or 609-584-4000, ext. 7 
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Thank you for completing this Intelligence Product Survey.


Please use the scale below to rate your level of satisfaction with the intelligence product.


1 = Strongly Disagree
2 = Disagree
3 = Neutral
4 = Agree
5 = Strongly Agree


1 2 3 4 5


Relevancy/Clarity


1.  This product was relevant to your mission, programs and/or priorities.


2.  This product was clear and logical with supported judgments and conclusions.


Value


4.  This product filled intelligence gaps.


6.  This product allowed (or will allow) for the formulation and/or implemention of strategies,
policies, plans or operations.


5.  This product allowed (or will allow) for more informed decisionmaking.


3.  This product contributed valuable new information.


7.  Additional Comments / Other topics that you would like OHSP's Intelligence Bureau to address?
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